
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are sure that like us, you as parents and carers realise the importance of attendance and punctuality. At 

Waterside we have been working hard this term to maintain the attendance levels and to reduce instances of 

lateness.  Our target for whole school attendance is 96% and I am pleased to report that for this Autumn term 

Waterside’s attendance from September till now has been above 96%.  This is excellent and shows that  Water-

side is now  above the national level set for attendance which is 96%.  Thank you for your support in ensuring 

we remain above the national average. 

There is much evidence to show that good attendance plays a vital role in helping your child to achieve their 

potential.  We also know that poor attendance can lead to other problems for children.  Children who do not 

attend school regularly are more likely to: 
 

 Fall behind in their school work    

 Find it difficult to make and keep friends 

 Be unhappy at school 

 Misbehave so others cannot see that they are finding the work difficult  

 Learn poor attendance habits that follow through into secondary school and employment 
 

Poor punctuality can also disadvantage children in many ways: 
 

 Being frequently late for school adds up to lost learning - for example arriving 15 minutes late every 

day is the same as being absent for 2 weeks a year 

 When children are late they find it harder to settle into the routine of the day 

 When children arrive late they often miss key messages and teaching which continues to have an effect 

on their learning for the rest of the lesson or day 

 Poor punctuality disrupts the class and is embarrassing for the child 

 Your child being late disturbs the learning of the whole class 

  

Getting here on time every day really is important in helping your child to become 

a happy and successful learner. Every day really does count! 

Whole School  

Attendance 

2019 
- 

2020 

2018 
- 

2019 

Autumn One 96.63 96.76 

Autumn Two 95.60 96.00 

Spring One  94.51 

Spring Two  96.80 

Summer One  96.40 

Summer Two  94.80 

Autumn Two Days lost this half term 

Illness 177.5 and 75 Pupils 

Lateness before & after 

register closes 

228 sessions and 63 Pupils 

Unauthorised absence  6 days and 6 Pupils 

Holidays not agreed 11 days and 3 pupils 

Attendance Newsletter Autumn 2 

96.10% 

 

Year Group Attendance  

Figures 
 

Autumn term Sept-Dec 
 

Dolphins—93.80% 

Year 1—96.70% 

Year 2—96.00% 

Year 3—98.10% 

Year 4—96.50% 

Year 5—94.80% 

Year 6—96.70% 

Congratulations Year 3 

What a fantastic Effort! 
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Start time 8.45am 

 

Finish Time 3.15pm 

If your child is late after the doors are closed at 8.45am, you must report to the school office to 

be signed in.  

Children who are marked in late after 9.15am will be marked as “late after the register has 

closed” and therefore are reflected in the register as not attending school for the morning session. 

Parents should be reminded that lateness is monitored in school.  10 marks (10 mornings) of 

lateness in 10 weeks will incur a penalty notice of £60 to each parent and without warning. 

Should I keep my Child off school? 

There are government guidelines for schools that say when children should be kept off school and when they shouldn't.. If you do keep your child at home, it's 

important to phone the school on the first day and any subsequent days to let us know that your child won't be in and give a reason why. 

If your child is well enough to go to school but has an infection that could be passed on, such as a cold sore or head lice, let their teacher know. 

Vomiting and diarrhoea 

Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from school for 2 days after their symptoms have gone. 

Chickenpox 

If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all the spots have crusted over. This is usually about 5 days after the spots first appeared. 

Conjunctivitis 

You don't need to keep your child away from school if they have conjunctivitis. Do get advice from your pharmacist. Encourage your child not to rub their eyes 

and to wash their hands regularly. 

Coughs and colds 

It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or cold. But if they have a fever, keep them off school until the fever goes. 

Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to wash their hands regularly. 

Ear infection 

If your child has an ear infection and a fever or severe earache, keep them off school until they're feeling better or their fever goes away. 

Fever 

If your child has a fever, keep them off school until the fever goes away. 

Hand, foot and mouth disease 

If your child has hand, foot and mouth disease but seems well enough to go to school, there's no need to keep them off. Encourage your child to throw away any 

used tissues straight away and to wash their hands regularly. 

Head lice and nits 

There's no need to keep your child off school if they have head lice.   

Impetigo 

If your child has impetigo, they'll need antibiotic treatment from the GP. 

Keep them off school until all the sores have crusted over and healed, or for 48 hours after they start antibiotic treatment. 

Encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and not to share towels, cups and so on with other children at school. 

Ringworm 

If your child has ringworm, see your pharmacist unless it's on their scalp, in which case you should see the GP. It's fine for your child to go to school once they 

have started treatment. 

Scarlet fever 

If your child has scarlet fever, they'll need treatment with antibiotics from the GP. Otherwise they'll be infectious for 2 to 3 weeks. Your child can go back to 

school 24 hours after starting antibiotics. 

Slapped cheek syndrome (fifth disease) 

You don't need to keep your child off school if they have slapped cheek syndrome because once the rash appears, they're no longer infectious. 

If you suspect your child has slapped cheek syndrome, take them to the GP and let their school know if they're diagnosed with it. 

Sore throat 

You can still send your child to school if they have a sore throat. But if they also have a fever, they should stay at home until it goes away. 

Threadworms 

You don't need to keep your child off school if they have threadworms. 

Speak to your pharmacist, who can recommend a treatment. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sickness-and-diarrhoea/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/conjunctivitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cough/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/common-cold/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ear-infections/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/fever-in-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hand-foot-mouth-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ringworm/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/slapped-cheek-syndrome/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sore-throat/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/threadworms/

