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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It has been another busy couple of weeks here at Waterside and finally it feels as if we 
have had some decent weather. 
 
Children have been busy across the school and as a staff we have enjoyed taking the 
opportunity to make assessments and look back at the work over the past six weeks since 
schools have been fully reopened.    
 
I have been amazed and thrilled by the standard of some of the work I have seen and of 
the pride children are showing through their work. I have had the pleasure of visiting a 
number of classes and the majority of pupils are now settled back into old routines and 
structures.  We do understand however, that this has been more challenging for some 
children and we are working hard within covid guidelines to provide support where it is 
most needed.  We are not yet able to operate as we were previously, but are trying to find 
safe ways  to meet individual needs.  We also have access to some resources that can 
support parents at home , so please speak to a member of SLT or to Mrs Cooper on the 
gate and we will work together to find a way forward.  No problem is too big and we are 
here to help! 
 
Thank you to all the parents that made appointments for our virtual parents evenings.  I 
hope the technology did not cause too many problems and that these meetings were a 
useful source of information and support.  Teachers will now begin to think about 
transition and we will be writing detailed end of year reports which will go out in July. 
 
I hope that the relaxing of restrictions on Monday will mean that families will be able to 
enjoy the summer ahead of us safely.  Included in this newsletter is a school update based 
on the guidance that has been released to schools this week. 
 
Have a very happy and safe weekend. 
 
 
Emma Moakes 
Headteacher 
 
 

Whole school attendance   -  



 

 

 
 Covid update 

Schools received updated operational guidance on Monday, in preparation for a re-

laxing of the restrictions on the 17th. 

Within the guidance are very few changes for us in a primary school.  The advice is 

still to maintain bubbles and to ensure that there is regular handwashing and that 

there is a high level of hygiene .  It remains essential that any adult or child who is 

exhibiting any Covid-19 symptoms remains at home in isolation and that family 

members also adhere to this.  School staff, most of whom are now vaccinated, will 

continue to take a lateral flow test twice a week. 

The advice remains that visitors to school should be limited to professionals and con-

tractors and therefore we do not have any parental events planned.  Where a face to 

face meeting is required masks will be worn by all adults.  We also intend to continue 

to advise that masks are worn by parents/carers when they are on the school site.  

Whilst we appreciate this is not mandatory, it does give an extra level of protection 

where social distancing can not be assured. 

We will continue to use the designated entrances and exits and children will still not 

be accessing shared spaces such as the hall.  We have however decided that when 

outside we are happy for year 3 and 4 to share an outdoor space and for year 5 and 

6 to do the same.  This will provide more flexibility around playtimes and access to 

shaded areas should the sun come out! 

We are in the process of planning our summer timetable and hope that we will be 

able to plan some safe events for the children.  We are now allowed to undertake 

educational visits and residential trips are allowed from Monday.   

I hope parents understand and appreciate the restrictions we are working within.  

We have really missed the opportunities to share special events with parents and 

carers , but feel that it is prudent not to plan any pa-

rental events for the rest of this academic year.  We do 

however hope and very much look forward to these 

restarting n September, if we are able to do this safely 

and without any risk. 



 

                                   

Summer fundraising Raffle 
As you will be well aware, Covid has meant that 

we have been unable to run most of our fund-

raising events  this year.  This has had a signifi-

cant impact on our budget. 

We are very grateful that in support of this  Wa-

terside PTA are  running another of their wonderful raffles, with winners being 

drawn on Saturday  29th May.  Tickets are available from PTA members via the wa-

terside PTA Facebook group. 

Non school uniform day—Friday 21st May 
In support of the raffle we will be having a non school uniform day next Fri-

day. We are asking children to bring  a donation of chocolate and these will 

be made into prize hampers alongside all the other wonderful prizes the 

PTA have accumulated. Donations should be bought into class in the morn-

ing.  Teachers will collect and isolate, before passing on to the PTA. 

BAGS2SCHOOL 
Next week we will also be collecting your bags of unwanted items for our 

BAGS2SCHOOL scheme.  Details of what can be included and when and 

where to drop were sent out via ParentMail.  We hope that this will be a 

quick and easy way to make funds for the school whilst recycling all those 

things we have become fed up with! 

 

Many thanks for all your support for these events.  All funds make a massive differ-

ence to the resource we have available to enhance provision in school. 

Scoot to school. 

It’s lovely to see more children scooting to school. 
The school does have a bike and scooter rack.  

Please be aware of the following rules for bikes and 
scooters: 

 No bikes/scooters may be ridden inside the school 
gates.  

 The bikes/scooters may only be parked on the approved cycle rack.  

 All bikes/scooters must be locked in place.  

 No bikes/scooters may be ridden by another pupil.  

 The bikes/scooters are left in school at your own risk. Appropriate insurance is 
recommended.  



Many of us parents are worried about children spending money on video games and apps 

but research suggests that only a few regularly talk about it. 

According to a poll of 2,000 mothers and fathers by Internet Matters, 43% are concerned 

about youngsters making purchases such as loot boxes, with more than a third (38%) par-

ticularly troubled about gambling. 

However only 18% have spoken to their children regarding the matter in the last six 

months. 

A report by the University of Plymouth and the University of Wolverhampton concluded 

that loot boxes “are structurally and psychologically akin to gambling”. 

Loot boxes are collections of items inside video games that can be purchased with real 

money or earned through playing time, often consisting of power-ups or cosmetic items; 

however, players do not know the contents of a loot box until it is bought and opened. 

While children may know their way round the latest online video game, many are in over 

their heads when it comes to understanding the value of money and we need to help them 

in the online world by having  conversations about the risks of spending money online and 

how they might be susceptible to fraud, scams or other financial harms. 

Online child safety advice organisation Internet Matters has launched a new hub to help 

parents address the issue, with advice on in-game spending and new trends, such as gift-

ing influencers, where people can send internet stars paid-for virtual coins or other items.                                  

 

Visit: 

https://www.internetmatters.org/
resources/ 

For more support and advice 

 



Useful contacts: 
 
Emma Moakes (Headteacher) 
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Mark Ward (Deputy Headteacher) 
M.WARD@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion 
lead) 
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
School office manned 8am—4pm 
 
023 80842143 
 
There is an answerphone for any 
messages left out of hours. 

September 2021 

 

I realise it probably feels along way away, but we are already thinking about September 

and the new academic year. 

 

Despite the fact that we do not yet know what the national situation will be regarding 

Covid and associated restrictions, we do know that there will be some changes and we 

will share these with parents as soon as we are able. 

 

We do know that we would like September to be a  fresh start and so expectations 

around uniform will be very much back in place.  We intend to continue with an arrange-

ment where children wear PE kit on their allocated days, but during the rest of the 

week, we will be requesting full school uniform with no variation.  

 

Expectations around attendance are already back in place nationally, but we expect 

Hampshire County Council to be reinforcing these consistently come September.  Ab-

sence will only be authorised for illness or in an exceptional circumstance and a leave 

of absence form must be completed for any period of absence other than for a medical 

reason.   

I know parents will support me in ensuring that children are in school and maximising 

on their educational opportunities next year, when so much time has been missed. 

26.05.21—Hampshire fire and rescue to 

work with Years 1 and 5 

28.05.21—Half term 

07.06.21—Back to school 

18.06.21—INSET day 

21.06.21—INSET day 

24.06.21—Year 4 to Calshot 

25.06.21—Year 4 to Calshot 

05.07.21—Year 6 to Fairthorne 

06.07.21—Year 6 to Fairthorne 

08.07.21—Year 6 to Paultons Park 

23.07.21—Last day of term 


