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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we reach the end of another week, I felt it important that I take time to write home  
and share some of the work that is taking place in school. 
 
We continue to be incredibly grateful to parents and carers , who are supporting us in 
keeping our children safe and supporting them in the transition back into school.  I have 
had a number of conversations with parents whose children are showing signs of 
tiredness and irritability at home and I want to reassure parents that they are not alone 
in this and that we are working to support the children in a wide number of ways in 
school.  We were all prepared for the transition back into school to come with challenges 
following such along period of lockdown and significant changes to all our daily lives and 
so we are adapting our curriculum and routines to support children through this 
unprecedented period.  Can I remind parents that we are very happy to discuss and 
share any  individual concerns and that  teachers can be contacted via email, as can 
myself, Mr Ward or our Inclusion lead,  Mrs Baird.  It is so important that we work 
together at this time. 
 
In terms of the virus, we are all aware of the increase in cases, both nationally and in our 
local area.  As a school we are continually reviewing our risk assessments in light of the 
changing situation and we will continue to make parents and carers aware of any 
changes that will affect the day to day routines in school.  I would also ask that parents 
read the content of this newsletter as it tries to explain what would happen in school, if 
we were made aware of a positive case.  I include this not to frighten parents, but to 
reassure you that there are concrete plans in place. 
 
To finish on a positive note, can I wish everyone a good weekend .  I am really enjoying 
the opportunity to chat with parents on the school gate and welcome children into 
school in the mornings and I will look forward to seeing you all again 
next week. 
 
Stay safe and take care, 
 
Emma Moakes 
Headteacher 
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Keeping our community safe 

Preventing the spread of Covid-19 

I am sure parents and carers are now fully aware of when and why a child should remain off 

school, but in case there is any doubt please see the bullet points below: 

 1. We know children will develop the usual seasonal colds, but where children have developed one or more 

of the three main symptoms associated with Covid-19, we should be extra vigilant, keep the child home from 

school and access a test.  It is also essential that other members of the household isolate for 14 days or until 

a negative test result is obtained.  If you are unable to access a testhen please talk to us as at school, as we 

have a very small supply of tests that we can hand out.  If any parent is in doubt about a child’s symptoms 

they should contact  NHS 111. 

2. A child should also be kept off school and school informed if any member of the child’s household is ex-

hibiting symptoms.  In this instance the child would be required to isolate for 14 days or until the parent/

member of household with symptoms receives a negative test result.  We have been made aware of cases 

locally where a child in another setting has been sent home or advice has been given that they access a 

test, but where the parent has sent older siblings into another school. A child must not be sent to school who 

has a sibling at home who is isolating, until a test has proven that there is no evidence of Covid. 

In the event of a positive test case in school 

Sadly, there have been a small  number of schools effected by a positive case since September and with 

each one we learn more as to how  this situation will be managed. 

Please see the timeline below: 

1. Parent or staff member rings in with a positive test result 

2. Headteacher contacts DFE /Public Health England who advise on next steps, including whether a 

‘bubble’ should close and whether any staff need to be sent home.  We will need to know when symp-

toms in the positive case started and ascertain who have been ‘close’ contacts for track and trace 

3. Headteacher also contacts local authority for guidance and support 

4. If it is deemed appropriate to shut a year group bubble, parents will be informed immediately via Parent-

Mail/phone and parents will be asked to collect immediately.  Affected pupils/staff will be required to self-

isolate for 14 days.  A test should be accessed only if symptoms occur. 

5. The rest of the school will be informed by letter/ParentMail within the day 

6. For the class that has been asked to isolate, a short 2 day unit of work will be sent out  within a day and 

to cover the initial period of self-isolation.  Work will then be set via Google Classroom where children 

have access to internet and the required technology.  Where this is not possible, school will work with 

families to find another way to support learning over the two week period.  For your child’ benefit, the ex-

pectation is that all work set is completed.  The work will be what would have been happening in the 

classroom as part of our usual curriculum provision. 

7. Should any child develop symptoms during this time, the rest of the family will need to isolate and the 

child should be tested. 

8. It is essential that any siblings and all household members isolate for 14 days or until there 

is a negative test result in this instance. 

We all have a responsibility to protect the wider community. 



 

 

 

Last week we all took part in NATIONAL POETRY DAY 

The main aim of the day was to celebrate all things poetic by promoting discovery, en-

joyment and the sharing of poetry.   

Here are some of the wonderful and moving poems that our children wrote. 

If all the world were stars. 

By Jake Year 6 

 

If all the world were stars, 

My family and friends would be the planets surrounding me. 

If all the world were stars, 

Your wishes would shine bright, kindness would flood the skies. 

If all the world were stars, 

Your dreams would shoot past. Your ambitions would come true. 

If all the world were stars, 

Peace would live upon us. 

 

If all the world were chocolate. 

By Charlie Year 6 

 
If all the world were chocolate, 

I would crunch up Covid-19 and  

make it disappear In the pit of the 

stomach. 

 
 
If all the world were chocolate,  

I would melt the tears away and  

Make each day smoother. 

 
 If all the world were chocolate, 

I would snap it into pieces and  

share out all the happiness in each square. 

 
If all the world were chocolate, 

I would wrap it up in its protective wrapper and  

keep it safe from harm. 

If all the world was made of knives.  

By Erin Year 6 

 

If all the world was made of knives,  

I would slice away the sadness 

And scare away worries. 

Nobody would ever know they existed! 

 
If all the world was made of knives,  

I would aim them at all the diseases 

And fine them them the second they took time to rest. 

Now everyone can do things at their best! 

 
If all the world was made of knives,  

I’d split terror away from happiness 

And cut an cut until there is no more. 



 

     

     Dried Milk Powder 

Sugar (500g) 

Rice Pudding (tinned) 

Sponge Puddings 

Carrots (tinned)  

Instant Mashed Potato 

Spaghetti (tinned) 

Deodorant 

Soap 

Shower Gel 

Shampoo/Conditioner 

Toilet Rolls 

Washing Powder (small) 

Meat (tinned – hot and cold) 

Tinned Fruit 

Custard  

 

                                  
 

 

This year is very different and sadly we will 

be unable to  welcome parents in for our 

usual harvest festival.  

We do however recognise the need is still 

there within our community and would  like 

to have our annual collection of produce 

which we can then donate to the Waterside 

Foodbank to support local families. 

You will see a list that  Jan from the Food-

bank has provided us with.  This is a list of 

the most needed items. 

Over the next two weeks we would ask that 

any donations be bought into school by the 

children and we will quarantine items, be-

fore passing them on to the Foodbank on 

Friday 23rd October. 

Many thanks for your support with this    

collection. 



22.10.20—School Photos—individual photographs 
only 
23.10.20—Flu vaccination for pupils in all classes 
Harvest collection for foodbank—details to fol-
low 
23.10.20—HALF TERM 
 
02.11.20—Back to school 
Virtual Parents evenings—information 
to follow 
13.11.20—Children in Need Day 
10.12.20—Interim reports out to parents 
 
18.12.20—Break up for Christmas holidays 
 
04.01.21—INSET day (tbc) 
05.01.21—Back to school for spring term 
 
More dates to follow………………….. 
 
 

Useful contacts: 
 
Emma Moakes (Headteacher) 
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Mark Ward (Deputy Headteacher) 
M.WARD@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion lead) 
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
School office manned 8am—4pm 
 
023 80842143 
 
There is an answerphone for any messages left 
out of hours. 
 
 
 

Is your child starting school in  

September 2021 

 

Online applications are now open for par-

ents to register interest in a Year R place 

for September 2021.  For more information 

visit www.hants.gov.uk/admissions. 

The closing date for applications is Friday 

January 15th.  Please pass this information 

to any friends or family who may have chil-

dren of this age. 

 

For those children in Year 6 who will be 

transferring to secondary school in Sep-

tember, applications are also open and can 

be accessed via the same route.  The clos-

ing date for secondary admissions is 31st 

October 2020.  Details have ben sent to 

parents via ParentMail. 


