NO 2

WATERSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE— 95.28%

Friday 24th September, 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
It doesn’t seem possible that another two weeks have gone by and that we are already
half way through this first half term! The children have continued to settle into new
routines and there has been a really great atmosphere throughout the school.
Our new Year R have just finished their first full week and we have all been thrilled to see
how quickly they have adapted, beginning to make new friends and settle into their new
classroom.
Elsewhere in the school the children have been getting stuck into new learning and a
range of new topics. Years 4, 5 and 6 have had access to ‘Chance to Shine’ a cricket
coaching programme and Years 4 and 5 have begun learning the guitar with Hampshire
Music Service. Lower down the school, Mr Rolt has begun Forest School sessions and
the children have really enjoyed learning out in the woodland area.
We hope over the coming weeks that the newsletter, will be a platform through which
we can share the work that is happening across the school and the fantastic learning
opportunities your children are engaged in—so keep your eyes peeled!
As well as the work that is happening in classrooms, we continue to look for ways to
improve the school environment and you may have noticed that scaffolding has once
again been put up to the front of the school. I am excited to say that this is to allow for
the installation of solar panels which we hope will not only bring down our power costs,
but will also make us more environmentally friendly as a school. Work is due to begin
next week.
To finish can I thank all the families who have helped support our MacMillan Coffee and
cake event today. It has been lovely to have families join us and help us raise funds for a
charity close to so many of our hearts. Watch this space for news of how much we have
raised!
Have a great weekend!
Emma Moakes
Headteacher

Covid –19 update
As you will no doubt aware, the return to school across the country, has created an increase in the number of cases nationally and at Waterside we have had
a small number of positive cases reported to us. This is a concern to us all and
I would like to reassure parents that we are following government guidance
closely and will adapt our risk assessments if cases rise significantly in line with
advice from the DFE and PHE.
As it stands currently, close contacts of a positive case in school are not required to isolate, if they are a child or an adult who has had the double vaccine
dose. This is hugely different to the guidance under which schools were working in July, but the government is committed to ensuring children have undisrupted access to their schooling as this not only impacts on academic outcomes but also on mental health and wellbeing.

There does still appear to be some confusion nationally around isolation expectations, but the current situation in school, is that any child exhibiting
symptoms should remain at home and take a PCR test. An LFT test is not adequate if the child already has symptoms. Symptoms continue to be classed
as a continuous cough, high temperature and loss of taste and smell, but
from experience we know that some children experience milder symptoms
such as those for hayfever or they may just have a sore throat. My advice
would be to book a PCR test if you are in any doubt.
If a PCR test is returned as positive your child will need to complete a 10 day
isolation period. If the test is negative the child can return to school.
Siblings and other household members are no longer are required to isolate
(unless they have symptoms) but are encouraged to take a PCR test and some
secondary schools have been advising daily LFTs. If the test is positive then
they too are required to isolate, but otherwise can continue to come to school
or work. My understanding is that this guidance would be reviewed in light of
a significant rise in numbers or hospital admissions, or if the school had a high
enough number of cases to consider it to be an ‘outbreak’.
Thank you once more for your continued support.

Year 5
VIKING DAY!
Year 5 kicked off their Viking topic last week with an immersive
Viking day. The children really enjoyed dressing up and engaging in a range of activities which gave them a real hook in to
the topic and key knowledge. Well done Year 5! You all looked
amazing!

Viking Day (Year 5 pupil)
On Viking Day Year 5 did loads of stuff to do with Vikings, such as building long boats
and making posters with lots of information on.
We made long boats out of lolly sticks and paper which we glued together. When we
had finished we reviewed what we had done and everyone’s ;looked different.
We started our topic by thinking about what we already know about Vikings and then
what we would like to find out.
I think this is going to be a great topic!

Welcome to our new reception children!
We are lucky enough to have a full Year R class this year
and we are so proud of how each and every one of them
has come in and begun to settle. They have enjoyed
getting to know their teacher Mrs Marsh and teaching assistant Miss McVey, as well as making lots of new friends.
Eating lunch in the hall has been especially exciting!

Year 2 enjoy a treat afternoon and forest school!
Year 2 children had a special afternoon this week as they had filled their jar with gems!
Gems are rewarded for class behaviour, politeness, collaboration and all round greatness!
Great job Year 2!

House Captains!
Children in Year 6 were invited to stand to be a house captain last week for our four
houses: water, air, earth and fire. It was brilliant to see children from the younger
years engaging in questioning while the year 6 children
shared presentations as to why they should be voted in. We
now have 8 house captains, two for each house. They will
have a number of responsibilities which will include jobs like
counting weekly house points so that weekly awards can be
given. Well done to all that took part and the eight girls that

Useful contacts:
Emma Moakes (Headteacher)
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Mark Ward (Deputy Headteacher)
M.WARD@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion lead)
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk
School office manned 8am—4pm

29.9.21—Year 1 trip to Marwell
30.9.21—Christmas card designs in
06.10.21—Year 3 to Butser Farm
07.10.21—PTA AGM
07.10.21—Autumn Term Census
20.10.21—Year 6 to Search Museum
20.10.21—PTA Discos tbc
21.10.21—School photographs
22.10.21—INSET DAY/start of half term

023 80842143

HALF TERM

There is an answerphone for any messages left
out of hours.

01.11.21—Schools return
More dates to follow soon!

Do you know a child who is 4 or
who will turn 4 before 1st
September 2022?
We will be opening the school up for families with children ,due to start school
next September , on Saturday 16th Octo-

ber , so that they can come and have a
look at the school and ask any questions
before applications open.
To book an appointment to view, please
call the school office on 023 80842143 between 9am and 4pm.
Please pass this on to friends in the local
community.

