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Dear Parents and Carers,
Can I begin by thanking parents and carers once again for your patience and
overwhelming support this half term. Getting to grips with the ‘new normal’ has been
challenging at times and has required us all to be flexible and understanding. I am
incredibly proud of the staff and children and I wish each and every one of them a well
deserved and restful half term.
This has been a really successful half term and children have in general, been quick to get
back into old routines. They have thrown themselves into their work and following a
wide range of assessments we are being able to target next steps and ‘catch-up’ in any
areas that have been missed.
Thank you to all those parents and carers who have supported their children to access
Google Classroom. In the event of a bubble being closed or families needing to isolate it
is good to know that this platform can be accessed by so many. If you are unable to
access home learning in this way, this is not a problem, but it is important that we know
this in order that we send work in another way. Please contact the class teacher via
email if this is the case.
After half term, we will look forward to welcoming everyone back and enjoying the lead
up to Christmas.
Many thanks again from us all at Waterside .
Stay safe and take care,

Emma Moakes
Headteacher

Keeping our community safe

If your child is ill over half term with Covid symptoms then please follow government
guidance on isolation and testing. In the event of a positive test result please inform
me even during the half term holiday as parents of other pupils or staff may need to
isolate as a result. I can be informed via email at e.moakes@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Preventing the spread of Covid-19
With rising numbers of Covid cases in our local area, I am advising staff after half term, who are seeing children in and out of school in the mornings or at the end of the school day to wear a mask, as well as when
they are meeting or talking with parents. It may be that parents coming on to the school site at the beginning
and end of the day also want to consider wearing a mask as additional protection. Parents who come into
school to meet with myself or a member of the teaching team will also be asked to wear a mask. I hope that
parents understand that this is to protect the wider school community as well as to ensure wherever possible
we are able to keep school open and fully staffed.
In the event of a positive test case in school
Sadly, there have been a small number of schools effected by a positive case since September and with
each one we learn more as to how this situation will be managed.
Please see the timeline below:
1. Parent or staff member rings in with a positive test result

2. Headteacher contacts DFE /Public Health England who advise on next steps, including whether a
‘bubble’ should close and whether any staff need to be sent home. We will need to know when symptoms in the positive case started and ascertain who have been ‘close’ contacts for track and trace
3. Headteacher also contacts local authority for guidance and support
4. If it is deemed appropriate to shut a year group bubble, parents will be informed immediately via ParentMail/phone and parents will be asked to collect immediately. Affected pupils/staff will be required to selfisolate for 14 days. A test should be accessed only if symptoms occur.
5. The rest of the school will be informed by letter/ParentMail within the day
6. For the class that has been asked to isolate, a short 2 day unit of work will be sent out within a day and
to cover the initial period of self-isolation. Work will then be set via Google Classroom where children
have access to internet and the required technology. Where this is not possible, school will work with
families to find another way to support learning over the two week period. For your child’ benefit, the expectation is that all work set is completed. The work will be what would have been happening in the
classroom as part of our usual curriculum provision.
7. Should any child develop symptoms during this time, the rest of the family will need to isolate and the
child should be tested.
8. It is essential that any siblings and all household members isolate for 14 days or until there is a negative
test result in this instance.
We all have a responsibility to protect the wider community.

Waterside harvest collection
Many, many thanks for all of the contributions made to our harvest collection. Thanks
to you we have collected a lovely
array of useful products which will
be delivered to Waterside Foodbank and distributed to families

across the waterside.

Christmas plans
Whilst it may still seem a long way off, in school we are starting to consider Christmas
and how we make it special even in these challenging times.
I am sure parents will appreciate that some of the normal events, that have become
an important part of Autumn term at Waterside will not be able to happen this year
and sadly it is unlikely that parents will be able to join us for our usual Christmas celebrations.
I did however want parents to know that we are thinking of lots of ways we can make
Christmas special for your child and we will be ensuring that there plans in place that
are both safe and a celebration.
I would also like to take the opportunity to draw your attention to the online raffle
which has been organised by our PTA to raise funds for the school. This will replace
our Christmas fayre this year and tickets can be bought via the Waterside Primary PTA
Facebook page. Tickets are £1.00 each and there are lots of fabulous prizes.

Useful contacts:
Emma Moakes (Headteacher)
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Mark Ward (Deputy Headteacher)
M.WARD@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion lead)
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk
School office manned 8am—4pm
023 80842143
There is an answerphone for any messages left
out of hours.

23.10.20—HALF TERM
02.11.20—Back to school
Virtual Parents evenings—information to follow
13.11.20—Children in Need Day
10.12.20—Interim reports out to parents
18.12.20—Break up for Christmas
holidays
04.01.21—INSET day (tbc)
05.01.21—Back to school for spring term
More dates to follow…………………..

Road safety
It has been bought to our attention that a number of children, who have been dropped to the upper school
gate early in the morning have been seen playing in the road and being unsafe. Please be reminded that the
gate is not opened or manned until 8.40am and before this children are unsupervised.

Is your child starting school in
September 2021
Online applications are now open for parents to register interest in a
Year R place for September 2021. For more information visit
www.hants.gov.uk/admissions.
The closing date for applications is Friday January 15th. Please pass
this information to any friends or family who may have children of
this age.
For those children in Year 6 who will be transferring to secondary
school in September, applications are also open and can be accessed
via the same route. The closing date for secondary admissions is 31st
October 2020. Details have ben sent to parents via ParentMail.

