WATERSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
Whole school attendance - 96.16%
Friday 30th April, 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,
Happy Friday!
It has been another couple of very busy weeks at Waterside following the Easter break. It
has been lovely to see the sunshine and for the children to be able to get outside and
enjoy the fresh air. Children from Year 5 and 6 have had an introduction to Forest School
with Mr Rolt and Year 2 has been beginning to weed the vegetable patch. The school
grounds really have been a hive of activity!
We have also been lucky enough to have some substantial external works completed to
the building and the school has been given a spruce up in readiness for the new school
year to come. I am very grateful to Miss Corrigan and our cleaning team for the work
completed over the holidays. We also have the addition of a new exercise trail which I
hope that our younger children are enjoying, both on their way in and out of school but
also at break and lunchtimes.
In other news, we have welcomed Janine Shaw to our school team. Mrs Shaw will be
working in the office and covering Mrs Adams’ maternity leave, she also has two children
of her own in the school. We hope that you will join us in making her feel a welcome part
of the staff at Waterside.

As parents will no doubt be aware, Monday is a bank holiday and so we wish you all a
lovely extended weekend and will look forward to welcoming children back on Tuesday.
Thankfully, we have been able to negotiate for polling this year to be held at another
venue and therefore we will not be closed on Thursday May 6th, despite polling taking
place locally.
Have a wonderful weekend!

Emma Moakes
Headteacher

Parent consultations
Thank you to all those parents who have booked a virtual parents consultation for
either Tuesday or Thursday next week. Teachers will be given their lists on Tuesday
morning and they will use this to send meeting links. Teachers from Years 1 through
to 6 will use Google Classroom and Mrs Marsh from Year R will create meetings via
Zoom, as this was the platform used during lockdown. We thank you for your patience as we have our first attempt at meetings carried out in this way.

Upcoming trips
With a gradual lifting of restrictions, we have been advised that we can
resume a programme of school visits and trips, providing adequate precautions and
care are taken. Educational visits are a valuable and important element of our curriculum and we are thrilled that these possibilities are once more available to us. Currently,
trips are planned for Year 4 who will be visiting Calshot Activities Centre in June and
Year 6 who will be able having a fun packed activity week in July. I would be grateful if
parents could be reminded to look at information regarding payment and to ensure
these are made within the timeframes. Hopefully, we will be able to look at provision
for other year groups in the weeks to come.

PTA fundraising—Summer 2021
With restrictions remaining in place and no change as yet to school guidance, we are
unable to plan for our usual summer fayre. As headteacher I am always incredibly
grateful for the support we receive for this event, as it is both an opportunity to bring
the school community together, but also an important source of additional income for
the school.
The PTA always do a wonderful job of planning the event and as they are unable to
proceed this year, they have very kindly decided to plan another raffle. The raffle tickets are being sold online via the Waterside PTA Facebook page and the raffle will be
drawn at 2pm on Saturday 29th May.
Every ticket sold will raise valuable funds that will be used to support waterside children.
On behalf of school staff and pupils, I would like to say a massive thank you to everyone who supports this event.

Waterside welcomes some new additions!
Over the past two weeks, children in years 3 and 4 have been
lucky enough to experience the arrival of 10 baby chicks. As
part of the curriculum ,we worked with a company called
‘Living Eggs’ who provided us with the equipment to allow ten fertilised eggs to
hatch and then for ten baby chicks to grow. This has been an amazing experience
for the children and we were able to live stream an egg hatching to the rest of the
school. Staff and children have loved having these little animals in school and it is
hopefully an experience we will be able to repeat in the future.

Home reading and homework
Now that things are beginning to get back to normal and the children are settled back
into old routines we will be re-instating homework and encouraging and rewarding
regular home reading. You will have received a ParentMail from Miss Jacobs reminding families how to access Bug Club, an online library of books that we can ensure
matches your child’s ability whist providing an appropriate level of challenge. It is
proven that daily reading is essential to ensure a child’s progress across the curriculum and we hope the continued use of this programme will assist and support parents. The programme should be used alongside opportunities
to share, read and discuss ‘real’ books. If you have any ques-

tions or queries regarding access to Bug Club, please contact
you child’s classteacher.

Access Free Audiobooks and e-books
online
Audiobooks—Did you know?
Audiobooks Build Crucial Listening Skills for Children - audiobooks help “build and enhance
vital literacy skills such as fluency, vocabulary, language acquisition, pronunciation, phonemic
awareness, and comprehension—skills that often boost reading scores.”
Audiobooks Help Reduce Negative Thinking—Audiobooks have the power to boost our
moods and disrupt negative thinking patterns. Psychology Today notes that for “those of us
prone to anxiety and depression . . . listening to someone else read aloud can help by replacing
negative thoughts with something else.”
Audiobooks Have the Same Benefits of Reading—Don’t let anyone tell you that listening to
audiobooks is cheating. Discover noted that “in a study published in the Journal of Neuroscience, researchers from the Gallant Lab at UC Berkeley scanned the brains of nine participants
while they read and listened. . . Looking at the brain scans and data analysis, the researchers
saw that the stories stimulated the same cognitive and emotional areas, regardless of their medium.”

To download an Audiobook or to read your free e-book, you only need the ePlatform
app - no extra software is acquired. After that you can listen to your Audiobook/read
your e-book anywhere and anytime.
Either download the app or go to: https://waterside-hantssls.eplatform.co/
Log in using your child's first name.surname (names in full) with the password: Waterside!

Start browsing!
If you have a library card you can use that too: see https://www.hants.gov.uk/en/
librariesandarchives/library/services/books-and-more/ebooksaudiobooks for more information.
Need more help? Click this link for step-by-step help or email Mr Ward on
m.ward@waterside.hants.sch.uk

Useful contacts:
Emma Moakes (Headteacher)
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Mark Ward (Deputy Headteacher)
M.WARD@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion
lead)
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk
School office manned 8am—4pm
023 80842143
There is an answerphone for any
messages left out of hours.

03.05.21—Bank holiday Monday
04.05.21—Week of parent consultations
26.05.21—Hampshire fire and rescue to
work with Years 1 and 5
28.05.21—Half term
07.06.21—Back to school
18.06.21—INSET day
21.06.21—INSET day
24.06.21—Year 4 to Calshot
25.06.21—Year 4 to Calshot
05.07.21—Year 6 to Fairthorne
06.07.21—Year 6 to Fairthorne
08.07.21—Year 6 to Paultons Park
23.07.21—Last day of term

Our new Year R class!
This week has also been an exciting week in school as we have had doorstep visits
from our families whose children will be joining the school in September.
Despite the challenges this year, we are thrilled to announce that we will have a full
Year R class in September.
I know a number of children already have siblings or family members in the school and I
would like to take this opportunity to say how excited we are
to have them join us. We are in the process of determining
how transition will look this year across the school and will
inform parents of our plans as soon as the guidance supports us to do so.

