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  Friday 6h November, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope that you are all well and finding ways to cope within the new national restrictions. 
 
It has certainly been a strange week and I think we are probably all ready for a weekend, 
where we can take time to think about how life will look for the next four weeks. 
 
In school we have been pleased to see good attendance and I continue to be very 
grateful to all of the parents who are communicating any concerns or worries. 
 
We anticipate very few changes in school during the lockdown, but as you may be aware 
from my Parentmail this evening, we will be reviewing our risk assessments again next 
week in light of the changing situation.  If there are any changes we will communicate 
these as soon as we can. 
 
In general the children have had a good week and I continue to be impressed by their 
attitudes and behaviour.  Mr Ward and I have spent the afternoon looking at children’s 
work from the past half term and we have been really pleased with the progress that has 
been made.  We are very grateful to those parents who are continuing to support 
learning at home and we will continue to provide information to support this. 
 
I would like also like to say a huge thank you to all those families that made a 
contribution to the foodbank before half term.  We have received a letter stating that we 
collected 99.60Kg of food which equates to  around 308 meals for local people.  This is a 
wonderful achievement and Waterside Foodbank were incredibly grateful for our 
support. 
 
I am very proud of all that we continue to achieve here at 
Waterside as a community  - many, many thanks. 
 
Have a good weekend! 
 
Emma Moakes 
Headteacher 
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Internet Safety advice:   FOCUS ON GAMING 

Family Video Game Database  has been created by a small enthusiastic team of parents and carers. 

Their team of family testers provide detailed and hand-crafted information for every game. You 

can search the games in the database by PEGI or ESRB rating, duration, genre, theme, platforms, num-

ber of players or even those that don’t have in-app purchases. You can also select any game and get a 

list of 10 or so other games that are similar in their theme or interactions. 

All the games in the database are recommended. They only include games that have worked well with 

testers. This may be children and families for younger rated games, but also include games for older 

teenagers, young adults and grown-ups where they offer valuable experiences. This means we include 

the full range of PEGI and ESRB rated games.  

Askaboutgames.com  is a website that answers questions parents (and players) have about video game 

age ratings, provide advice on how to play games safely and responsibly, and offer families helpful tips 

to ensure they get the most out of the games they enjoy together.  Including how to set up family con-

trols on all game consoles. In a family setting this can be a good way to avoid arguments about when to 

stop playing.  

Each week they share the top-selling games in each PEGI age 

rating. This creates a cumulative list of the most popular games 

for children of different ages each year. A perfect place to go be-

fore you start your Christmas shopping! 

https://www.taminggaming.com/home
https://askaboutgames.com/


 
Keeping our community safe 

Changes form 5th November, 2020 

As of yesterday, the country is back in a period of national lockdown.  Thankfully guidance released on 

Wednesday outlines that there will be few changes in school and we will be able to continue operating 

within the risk assessment put in place from September. 

We have introduced a few changes and these are working well.  You will have seen that staff are now wearing masks 

and pick up and drop off and we have reduced the number of visitors to the school and face to face meetings.  Thank 

you for your understanding of this and for supporting us with these measures. 

Sadly, the new guidance states that we should not run any after school clubs for the following period of lockdown, 

unless these provide wraparound care for working parents or those undertaking training or education.  Unfortunately, 

this means Mr S’s multi-sports and football clubs will be suspended until further guidance allows us to reinstate them. 

In the event of a positive test case in school 

Sadly, there have been a small  number of schools effected by a positive case since September and with each one we 

learn more as to how  this situation will be managed. 

Please see the timeline below: 

1. Parent or staff member rings in with a positive test result 

2. Headteacher contacts DFE /Public Health England who advise on next steps, including whether a ‘bubble’ should 

close and whether any staff need to be sent home.  We will need to know when symptoms in the positive case 

started and ascertain who have been ‘close’ contacts for track and trace 

3. Headteacher also contacts local authority for guidance and support 

4. If it is deemed appropriate to shut a year group bubble, parents will be informed immediately via ParentMail/

phone and parents will be asked to collect immediately.  Affected pupils/staff will be required to self-isolate for 14 

days.  A test should be accessed only if symptoms occur. 

5. The rest of the school will be informed by letter/ParentMail within the day 

6. For the class that has been asked to isolate, a short 2 day unit of work will be sent out  within a day and to cover 

the initial period of self-isolation.  Work will then be set via Google Classroom where children have access to in-

ternet and the required technology.  Where this is not possible, school will work with families to find another way 

to support learning over the two week period.  For your child’ benefit, the expectation is that all work set is com-

pleted.  The work will be what would have been happening in the classroom as part of our usual curriculum provi-

sion. 

7. Should any child develop symptoms during this time( new persistent cough, temperature, loss of taste or smell), 

the rest of the family will need to isolate and the child should be tested. 

8. It is essential that any siblings and all household members isolate for 14 days or until there is a negative test result 

in this instance. 

We all have a responsibility to protect the wider community. 

 



 
23.10.20—HALF TERM 
 
02.11.20—Back to school 
13.11.20—Children in Need Day 
10.12.20—Interim reports out to parents 
 
18.12.20—Break up for Christmas holidays 
 
04.01.21—INSET day  
05.01.21—Back to school for 
spring term 
 
More dates to fol-
low………………….. 
 
 

Useful contacts: 
 
Emma Moakes (Headteacher) 
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Mark Ward (Deputy Headteacher) 
M.WARD@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion lead) 
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
School office manned 8am—4pm 
 
023 80842143 
 
There is an answerphone for any messages left 
out of hours. 

Is your child starting school in  

September 2021 

 

Online applications are now open for parents to register interest in 

a Year R place for September 2021.  For more information visit 

www.hants.gov.uk/admissions. 

The closing date for applications is Friday January 15th.  Please pass 

this information to any friends or family who may have children of 

this age. 

 

For those children in Year 6 who will be transferring to secondary 

school in September, applications are also open and can be ac-

cessed via the same route.  The closing date for secondary admis-

sions is 31st October 2020.  Details have ben sent to parents via 

ParentMail. 

Children in Need—Together, we can TRANSFORM YOUNG LIVES 

On Friday 13th November we will be supporting the Children in Need appeal, by having a non-

uniform day.  Children are invited to wear non-school uniform and in return we ask that should 

you feel you would like to contribute to the cause, you make a personal donation online or via 

text on the night  when the show is aired to the general public on the BBC.  This year the chari-

ty will be hosting a special 40th anniversary show.   The focus of this years event is  children’s 

mental health and developing wellbeing  among our young people and the day will include 

some fun activities linked to the theme. 


