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Friday 12th November, 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope that this newsletter finds families well, despite the cold and
distinctly wintery weather.
I am pleased to report that the children have settled quickly following the half term
break and we have seen children making rapid progress as they become more used to
routines and expectations.
Included in this newsletter, is information regarding parents evenings, that for your
protection and the protection of staff we have decided to hold virtually this year. I hope
that this will be a valued opportunity to meet class teachers and to share successes and
worries in order that your child can ‘be the best that they can be’ this year.
As I write this newsletter, I can hear our year one children having their first listen to
Christmas songs and we are beginning to make plans for our usual celebrations. I hope
that parents will understand that we will be carefully monitoring the current Covid-19
situation in the local area and adapting plans accordingly. We will be holding events for
parents to attend, but will be carefully considering location, ventilation and social
distancing as well as numbers meeting within a space. We have worked successfully thus
far to keep our school community as safe as possible and I know that I can rely on your
support as we approach Christmas.

Regarding support, can I also take this opportunity to thank all parents and carers for the
support they have shown in our recent charitable events. This week, I know we have
been able to collect a great deal through the sale of poppy related products for the
British Legion and we had a similar response to our ‘Just one tree’ day. These events
have huge value as they teach our children about the wider world and provide
opportunities for us to recognise the impact we are all
able to have in our local community.
Thank you!
Emma Moakes
Headteacher

Teacher –led research based enquiry projects
I thought parents may be interested in the work we have been doing as teachers this
term to improve learning outcomes for all children. Teachers have engaged in some
research to explore the impact of feedback on pupil progress and how this feedback
can best be delivered. For that, all teachers from across the school have talked to
their children about how they know whether they have done a good piece of work,
and how they know what their next steps are or the areas where they are excelling.
What has been really clear from the research is that children hugely value the feedback they have from teachers and teaching assistants and that whilst written feedback or marking is part of what teachers do, it is the verbal feedback and discussion
about their work that makes the biggest impact on engagement, resilience, independence and indeed the quality of work produced.

My monitoring of the project has involved me talking to children from all across the
school and I have really enjoyed listening to them articulate the routines and expectations of their classrooms. Children were able to clearly explain the rewards we
have in school and the impact these have on their learning.
We have been thrilled with the results of the project and the engagement of the
children and will be reflecting on the outcomes before making adaptations to our
practice.
If you have a chance talk to your child to find out how we progress learning in school
and how we reward good work. They certainly have a great deal to say and lots of
good feedback for us as their teachers.

Parents evenings
We will be holding parents evening virtually this year. We have made this decision to
both protect parents/carers and teachers at what is a very busy time of year.
Ten minute meetings will be held on Tuesday 30th November between 3.30 and 5.30pm
and on Thursday 2nd December between 3.30 and 7.00pm. (With the exception of Year
3 who will have already had their meetings. )
Booking Meetings: Parents will be able to book a parents evening via our new booking system on Scopay. Bookings for meetings will open at 7pm on Monday 15 November. Log on instructions will be sent out next week on Parentmail.
Virtual Meetings: Years 1-6 will be held using Google Classroom. For Reception children
meetings will be on Zoom. The teachers will send instructions nearer the time. If you
are unable to access a virtual meeting, parents can request a phone conversation with
the class teacher at a time convenient to both parties.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

Children in Need

Friday 19th November

The school Council have decided we should involve ourselves in this
Charity Event as it supports many children who are faced with hardships
and difficulties.
Children can come to school dressed in yellow or as Pudsey, or in any
way that shows awareness of Children in Need.
Donations of £1.00 are requested and all money will go to the charity.

Harvest Foodbank Donations
A big ‘Thank you!’ to all the families that donated to our harvest foodbank collection.
I have had a certificate and letter of thanks from Jan Hayter who manages the foodbank in
Blackfield and am thrilled to say that families and staff donated 99. 9Kg of food, which
equates to 309 meals! What a fantastic achievement!
If there are any Waterside families who would like help accessing the
Waterside Foodbank, then please contact the school office and we will
be happy to help.

Shoebox Appeal

Thank you for all those families who put together a shoebox for the
Hythe Rotary Christmas Shoebox appeal.
We had a total of 12 boxes collected, all of which will be sent to children in various European countries.

Naughty Elf stall
The PTA will b having a naughty Elf stall on 25 November from 3:00 (before
children come out). Please save the date. There will be Elf bunting, message in a
bottle, elf doors and more on sale.

Wa t e r s i d e P TA

Our School PTA Christmas Market is on

THURSDAY 9th December - 5:30 to 7:00pm
There will be lots of stall selling Christmas gift products.
There will be hot and cold food and drinks.
There will be stalls, activities, face painting and loads of fun for
children.

There will be SANTA CLAUSE himself and a few other SPECIAL
surprises for the children.
This is a big fund raising event for our school so please come
and show your support and help raise money for Waterside.

Useful contacts:

Emma Moakes (Headteacher)
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Mark Ward (Deputy Headteacher)
M.WARD@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion lead)
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk
School office manned 8am—4pm
023 80842143
There is an answerphone for any messages left
out of hours.

18 Nov—Boys KS2 football competition
19 Nov—Children in Need. Wear yellow for Pudsey.
29 November Flu Immunization
30 November— Parents Evening 3:30—5:30pm
2 December— Parents Evening 3:30—7:00pm
3 December—Non Uniform for PTA— in exchange for
chocolate or bottles
6 December—Listen to Me Recital
9 December—PTA Christmas Market 5:30—7:00pm
13 December—KS1 Nativity 2:30pm
14 December—KS1 Nativity 3:30pm
17 December—Last day of Term
*****
4 Jan INSET
5 January—First day of Spring Term

Too often, people feel afraid to admit that they are struggling with their mental health. This fear of
prejudice and judgement stops people from getting help and can destroy families and end lives. Heads
Together wants to help people feel much more comfortable with their everyday mental wellbeing and
have the practical tools to support their friends and family. If you need support with your mental
health but don’t know where to turn, our Heads Together Charity Partners are there for you.

https://www.headstogether.org.uk/get-support/
If you are struggling to cope and need to talk, trained Shout Volunteers are there for you, day or
night. Text SHOUT to 85258 anytime day or night and chat by text to share what is worrying you.

Do you know a child who is 4 or who will
turn 4
before 1st September 2022?
We will be opening the school up for families with
children ,due to start school next September , on Saturday 16th October , so that they can come and have
a look at the school and ask any questions before applications open.

To book an appointment to view, please call the
school office on 023 80842143 between 9am and
4pm.

