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Friday  27th November 
 
As we reach the and of another week, I can again smile at the 
great many wonderful things I have seen happening in and 
around the school.  It’s not been the easiest of weeks, with a 
flood in Year 1, but thankfully there have been a great many 
good things to celebrate.   
 
Last week, we welcomed Meridian television, who were 
covering the children’s wonderful efforts to cheer up local care 
home residents with their heartfelt letters and pictures and this week has seen classes 
involved in a day of ‘No pens’ activities and the start of our Christmas preparations. 
 
Despite the doom and gloom of the national situation, your children are working hard 
and I for one am incredibly proud of how well they are doing and of the effort they are 
putting in. 
 
We realise that Christmas won’t quite be the same this year, but we are working hard to 
ensure that there are lots of fun yet safe activities for the children to mark the season 
and to celebrate together.  We are looking forward to viewing a ‘virtual pantomime’ and 
to sharing Christmas lunch in our bubbles.  Classes are also working to create pictures to 
be placed in the windows of St John’s Hall and  teaching staff will be going the extra mile 
to make sure that there are lots of class based celebrations.  We will miss not having 
parents join us for our traditional events, but  rest assured we will make up for it when 
things return to normal. 
 
In the meantime we continue to be hugely thankful to parents who are supporting us by 
following the guidelines and ensuring that we keep the school as safe as possible at this 
time.  We fully appreciate that times are not easy at the moment , but I feel optimistic 
that better times will be along in the new year and perhaps we will begin to see the 
return of some normality. 
 
Have a lovely weekend! 
 
Emma Moakes 
Headteacher 
 
 

NO 6 



Reporting to parents—how is your child getting on? 

One of the things we know parents will be finding difficult during the current situation, is not 

having the regular opportunities to come into school and to talk privately to teaching staff 

about how their child has settled, what their academic achievements are and what their gen-

eral behaviour is.  We too are missing these opportunities, and especially those to celebrate  

the children’s successes . 

Whilst it is not the same as a face-to-face meeting, we will be providing parents with an oppor-

tunity to speak with class teachers once interim reports have been sent out on Thursday 10th 

December.  The conversations will be by phone and can be booked with teachers via their 

school email addresses within the week beginning Monday 14th December.   This will allow for 

teachers to find a time which fits with your work commitments.  We had hoped to be able to 

hold virtual meetings on either Zoom or Microsoft Teams, but we do not feel that we have the 

sufficient IT structure currently to run this effectively.  However, we would hope to be able to 

do this in Spring term, if we are not able to hold parents meetings 

in person. 

Thank you for your understanding  of the restrictions we are work-

ing within. 

Waterside Primary’s appearance on ITV news! 

Some of you will have seen the report on Wednesday even-

ing on ITV Meridian evening news.  The report documented 

how we as a school had been involved in a project with Wa-

terside Primary Care, to produce letters and pictures to 

brighten the days of the elderly within our community.  We 

were able to provide over 150 beautifully drawn and careful-

ly considered letters all of which will have been hand deliv-

ered to people within the Hythe area.  I was incredibly proud 

of all the children who contributed and especially to the four 

representatives from Year 6 who were interviewed for the 

report.  Our involvement in the project  made the children 

really think of others and empathise with the older generation within our 

local area.  I hope that we can be involved in future projects of a similar 

nature and we look forward to perhaps receiving some replies to our 

letters in the new year. 



 

     

    

 

                                  
 

 

Internet Safety advice:   FOCUS ON TIK TOK 

Full advice can be found here: https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-us/supporting-youth-and-families-on-

tiktok 

Tik Tok is a very popular video streaming service, and I know 

that a lot of our pupils have it, and  use it regularly. Whilst Tik-

Tok videos are mostly harmless, creative fun, there are real con-

cerns about young children using the app. Like all social sharing 

media outlets we need to protect our children,  as many of 

these sites are  a major source of cyber-bullying, exploitation and 

and  safe-guarding  concern.  

TikTok requires that users be at least 13 years old to use the full TikTok experience, although there is a 

way for younger kids to access the app. Anyone under the age of 18 must have approval of a parent or 

guardian -- but there are plenty of young tween users.  

Earlier this week, Tik Tok  announced it’s expanding its parental control feature set known as Family 

Pairing to give parents additional tools to manage various aspects of their teen’s account as well as 

their privacy on the social video platform. The new tools will allow parents to set their teen’s account 

to private, control whether their Liked Videos are visible to others, control who can comment on their 

videos and even decide whether the teen is allowed to use TikTok’s search feature.  

The new features relate to TikTok's Family Pairing facility. This is activated by: 

 Going to Settings 

 Choosing Family Pairing 

 Scanning a QR barcode to identify which is the adult's device and which the child's 

The function was launched earlier this year, but until now was limited to placing limits on the types of 
content the child sees, restricting their use of private chats, and limiting how much time they spend in 
the app. 

This is now being extended to let parents alter their child's account to: 

 prevent comments being posted to their videos, or only accepting comments from their friends 

 turn off the search function for content, users, hashtags and/or sounds 

 limit who can see videos the child has liked 



 

Fundraise your way to fitness!  
 
People take part in charity events for a variety of reasons. Some do it to raise money, 
others to challenge themselves and beat their personal best while for many it’s an op-
portunity for them to get fit. I personally do it for all three reasons. But no matter 
what your motivation may be, everyone agrees that charity runs are extremely fun! 

How about doing one of these with your family? 

 

Gallop, canter, trot or walk to save lives at sea 
 

Don(ner) your antlers and running hooves for Reindeer Run - the RNLI’s festive virtual run - and help Rookie the 
Reindeer save lives at sea. You can take part wherever you are on either Saturday 12 or Sunday 13 December - 
or both days if you’re up for a challenge! Choose your own route - round and round the garden, your favourite 

park or even the treadmill! Choose your own distance – 1k, 5K, 10K+, half-marathon (21K) or full marathon 
(42K). And go at your own pace. 

https://rnli-reindeerrun.blackbaud-sites.com/takepart 

E: events@soldierscharity.org 

W: events.soldierscharity.org/

event/operation-bletchley 

F: www.facebook.com/

groups/845507492488293  

 

The 12 days of Christmas but not as you know it. 24 miles: 12 

codes: 12 days – do you have what it takes? 

It’s Christmas 1948. Since the fall of the Nazi regime, cooperation between East 

and West Germany has swiftly deteriorated. With the Soviets dead-set on kicking 

western allies out of Berlin, Stalin’s communist regime is closing road, rail, 

and water supplies, leaving two million Germans cut off from vital resources. 

 

Only your codebreaking pupils and their families can help beat the blockade be-

fore it’s too late by taking part in Operation Bletchley: Christmas in Berlin - 

the virtual codebreaking challenge, beginning on 26th December.   

Operation Bletchley: Christmas in Berlin is a virtual codebreaking challenge combining history, mental 

challenges and physical activity.  

https://rnli-reindeerrun.blackbaud-sites.com/takepart
https://events.soldierscharity.org/event/operation-bletchley?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sprint&utm_campaign=1611&utm_content=briefing


 
Keeping our community safe 

Continue to be aware of the 3 main symptoms 

Do not send your child to school if they have either a persis-

tent cough, a high temperature or loss of taste and smell—these remain the three main 

symptoms. 

Please also inform the school if they or a member of the household has a connection to a 

known case, we can then advise as to whether your child needs to isolate and keeps us in-

formed as to any potential risk. 

Thank you hugely for your continued support and commitment to keeping the school        

community safe. 

n the event of a positive test case in school 

Sadly, there have been a growing number of schools effected by a positive case since September and with each one 

we learn more as to how  this situation will be managed. 

Please see the timeline below: 

1. Parent or staff member rings in with a positive test result 

2. Headteacher contacts DFE /Public Health England who advise on next steps, including whether a ‘bubble’ should 

close and whether any staff need to be sent home.  We will need to know when symptoms in the positive case 

started and ascertain who have been ‘close’ contacts for track and trace 

3. Headteacher also contacts local authority for guidance and support 

4. If it is deemed appropriate to shut a year group bubble, parents will be informed immediately via ParentMail/

phone and parents will be asked to collect immediately.  Affected pupils/staff will be required to self-isolate for 14 

days.  A test should be accessed only if symptoms occur. 

5. The rest of the school will be informed by letter/ParentMail within the day 

6. For the class that has been asked to isolate, a short 2 day unit of work will be sent out  within a day and to cover 

the initial period of self-isolation.  Work will then be set via Google Classroom where children have access to in-

ternet and the required technology.  Where this is not possible, school will work with families to find another way 

to support learning over the two week period.  For your child’ benefit, the expectation is that all work set is com-

pleted.  The work will be what would have been happening in the classroom as part of our usual curriculum provi-

sion. 

7. Should any child develop symptoms during this time( new persistent cough, temperature, loss of taste or smell), 

the rest of the family will need to isolate and the child should be tested. 

8. It is essential that any siblings and all household members isolate for 14 days or until there is 

a negative test result in this instance. 

 



10.12.20—Interim reports out to parents 
16.12.20—Christmas dinner and Christmas 
jumpers 
 
18.12.20—Break up for Christmas holidays 
 
04.01.21—INSET DAY 
05.01.21—Back to school for spring term 
 
18.06.21—INSET DAY 
21.06.21—INSET DAY 
 
 

Useful contacts: 
 
Emma Moakes (Headteacher) 
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Mark Ward (Deputy Headteacher) 
M.WARD@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion lead) 
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
School office manned 8am—4pm 
 
023 80842143 

Is your child starting school in  

September 2021? 

Online applications are now open for parents to 

register interest in a Year R place for September 

2021.  For more information visit 

www.hants.gov.uk/admissions. 

The closing date for applications is Friday Janu-

ary 15th.  Please pass this information 

to any friends or family who may have 

children of this age. 

Dinner debt 

We would be grateful if any outstanding dinner money 

could be paid before the end of term.   

If you have any difficulty with this, please contact the 

office. 

Year 3—£95.90 owed 

Year 4—£31.30 owed 

Year 5—£11.10 owed 

Year 6—£34.85 owed 

Christmas cards 

Children will be able to bring Christmas 

cards, but only for their own classmates 

this year. 

Any gifts should be bought in to school on 

either Monday 14th or Tuesday 15th so 

they can be quarantined until the end of 

the school term. 

Environmentally aware 

As a school we are very conscious of the envi-

ronment and the small things we can do to 

help protect it.  I have been made aware that  

a number of cars are waiting around the 

school perimeter at the beginning of the day 

with engines running.   

Where possible, let’s 

reduce pollution and 

turn our engines off. 


