WATERSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
Current attendance figure to date
96.45 %
NO 5

Dear Parents and carers,
I am sure that just like me, you are all now busy preparing for
Christmas! This really is a very busy time of year and can be quite a
stressful one!

Here at Waterside, the children are also working hard and we are noticing that they are
really beginning to show signs of tiredness as the term progresses. With tiredness and
Christmas excitement, comes niggles and sometimes difficulties for some children with
their peers. If any parents are concerned in any way I would be very grateful if they
could bring any worries to me or the class teacher and we can then endeavor to find a
timely solution. This is not a major issue, but one we know causes a small minority of
children a problem at this time of year.
Alongside the usual classroom activities we have had a number of events over the past
few weeks and I have been thrilled by the response from parents around our Inclusion
day. There was a lovely buzz around the school, with children working with their peers
from across the year groups . We will be holding another event in the spring term and
this is an event we hope will become a secure fixture in our yearly overviews.
We look forward to welcoming our parents to our Christmas events, but in the meantime
wish you a happy advent .
Emma Moakes (Headteacher)
Waterside Christmas Fayre
Please be reminded that Waterside will be holding
their Christmas fayre on Saturday between 11am
and 2pm.
There will be a wide number of stalls with gifts to
buy and games to play. There will also be refreshments and of course a visit from Father Christmas!

Please come along and enjoy a fun event for all
the family!

Foodbank visit

General election—December 12th

Following our successful harvest collection,

Last week, we were visited by representa-

House Captains and their deputies accompa-

tives of New Forest District Council, regard-

nied myself and Mr Ward on a visit to Water-

ing the use of Waterside Primary as a polling

side Foodbank last week. The children learnt

station. The meeting was used to share pa-

what happens to food donations and how

rental complaints and to seek the views of

the charity ensure that the food makes it’s

school leadership. It was a very welcomed

way into the home where it is needed.

opportunity to share why we as a school

The children were engaged and interested
and asked some excellent questions of our
guide.

community do not support the use of the
school as a polling station. The outcome of
the meeting was that whilst no change could
be made for the upcoming general election

We hope that the children will share their

on the 12th December, New Forest District

visit with the rest of the school in a pupil led

Council, would investigate alternative prem-

assembly next week, so well done to all the

ises for any future polling days. It is clear

children that

that there are a lack of sites within the desig-

attended!

nated area, but I felt assured that NFDC
would endeavour to find a solution.
Please be reminded that despite discussions
being underway, the school WILL still be
closed for polling on December 12th.

Many thanks to all the children and families

who either donated cakes or who bought
cakes in support of BBC Children in Need.

Sporting activities
Can I make a plea to parents of pupils asked
to participate in sporting events, that per-

I am proud to announce that as a result of

mission slips be sent back to school promptly

their fundraising efforts, the school council

and as requested. Staff are working hard to

raised around £90 for the charity.

ensure children are given opportunities be-

We were also thrilled with
the colourful Pudsey de-

signs that we received.
Well done to all those
that took part!

yond the school, but do not have the time
out of class to chase permissions.
All school kits also need to be returned to
school as quickly as possible, following an
event, so that they can be used by other
groups.

Cyber Ambassadors

We recently had 8 children trained up to be our ‘Cyber Ambassadors’. These children will be
passing on their learning, and offering helpful support to their peers on Cyber Education.
They will be role models for other pupils in relation to positive and safe online behaviour.
A key part of their training was about how to be ‘Good Digital Citizens’. To be a good digital
citizen you need to :


Think before you post,



Respect others,



Stand up against cyberbullies and trolls



And make sure you ‘disconnect to connect’.

Alongside this they learnt about how everything that they search for or post online—
whether it is a comment or a funny picture leaves a permanent mark just like a fingerprint,
and that, just like a fingerprint, this will allow other people to find out about you.
They also learnt that there are children safe search engines (still often powered by google).
You may find it helpful to have the following search engines bookmarked at home, for your
child to use: https://swiggle.org.uk/ or https://www.kiddle.co/ . If you want to use a search
engine that is environmentally friendly then also try and use https://www.ecosia.org/?c=en
Which is a search engine that
plants trees with every search!

Learning Ambassadors
I am very proud to introduce to parents a group of children who will be taking on a very important role in school over the coming weeks.
This group have been given the responsibility of being
Learning Ambassadors for the school, meaning they will be
involved in evaluating the school and identifying areas in
need of improvement. Pupil voice is an important aspect of
an effective school and I am very excited about working collaboratively with the children.
The team have already met with me to discuss their
thoughts around what good teaching and learning look and
feel like and we have explored what we would hope to see
in a great classroom. Our next task to observe some lessons and feedback to teachers around what we have seen!

Dinner Debt
A big thank you to parents who continue to
pay dinner money in advance or who have
kept on top of the payments. The current
dinner debt total outstanding is - £110.34
Please see the class amounts below. We
request that all dinners are to be paid on
the day or in advance.
Where any child owes £10.00 or more,
parents will be asked to provide a packed
lunch until the outstanding amount has
been cleared. If you are unable to pay
please speak to the office.
Year 3—£48.40
Year 5—£28.39

Year 4—£22.20
Year 6—£11.35

30.11.19—Christmas fayre 11 –2pm
03.12.19—Year 1 trip to library
04.12.19—Flu vaccines Years R—6
04.12.19—Applemore Christmas Concert 1.15pm Year 6
06.12.19—Year 6 Dibden Enclosure Walk
06.12.19—Christmas shop (PTA led)
10.12.19—Hey Ewe! Christmas production 2.00pm
11.12.19—Hey Ewe! Christmas production 3.30pm
12.12.19—SCHOOL CLOSED FOR POLLING
18.12.19—Christmas lunch and Xmas jumpers
19.12.19—Christmas PTA discos
20.12.19—Christingle service 2pm
20.12.19—Break for Christmas
06.01.19—Return to school for spring term

All dates can be found on the school calendar
on our website.

Christmas at Waterside!
Waterside Concert at Applemore
Year 6 pupils have been invited to attend and perform at a concert held at Applemore. Letters have gone home and we hope parents will join us at Applemore for the event next week.
‘Hey Ewe!’ Christmas performance
This year, children from years R, 1 and 2 will be practising and performing ‘Hey Ewe!’ a story of
Christmas and the nativity. Performances will be held on Tuesday 10th at 2pm and Wednesday
11th December at 3.30pm. This is a non ticket event, therefore we ask that parents be sensible
with the amount of family members they bring as the school hall has limited capacity. Children
are welcome to both performances, however we politely ask that if your child has difficulty
settling, you leave the hall so that the children on stage are not distracted and other parents can
still enjoy the performance.
Christmas lunch
We will be having Christmas lunch on Wednesday 18th December. We
are very happy for children to bring Christmas jumpers to wear.
Christingle service
Our annual Christingle service will be held at St John’s Church on Friday
20th December at 2pm. All parents welcome to this event.

