
WATERSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  
 

 

 
 
Dear Parents and carers, 
 
The final newsletter of 2019 and what a fabulous autumn 
term it has been.   
I would like to thank parents and carers for their support this half term and 
the children for their hard work and happy smiles.  It has been lovely to watch 
how they have settled in to their new year groups and risen to new levels of 
expectation. 
 
You will have taken home last week ,a copy of your child’s interim report and I 
hope that this has been a useful snapshot of their conduct and achievements 
to date.  If there are any concerns or questions relating to the reports then 
please approach your child’s class teacher, who I am sure will be very happy 
to have a discussion with you.  We also run parents evenings again in the 
second half of the spring term. 
 
At Waterside, we pride ourselves on the high expectations we have of staff 
and pupils.  I am lucky enough to visit classes throughout the term and to 
observe the wide range of learning taking place across the school.  It is always 
lovely to hear the children’s enthusiasm and excitement about learning or 
experiencing something new.  Our children are not afraid of a challenge and 
visitors always comment on their politeness and confidence and of the pride 
they show in their achievements and of the school as a whole.   
 
Waterside children are fantastic and I wish 
each and every one of them, along with 
you their families, a VERY happy 
Christmas! 
 
 
 Emma Moakes  
 Headteacher) 
 

NO 6 Current attendance figure to date      96.16 %  



 

Year R 2020 

Can I remind parents who have children who turn 4 before September 2020 or indeed have 

friends with children of this age, that applications for Year R 2020 will close on Wednesday 

15th January.  To make an application, parents and carers should visit              

www.hants.gov.uk/admissions before this date to ensure they secure a school place for   

September. 

Coats, bags and lunchboxes 

As we will be walking to the church on Friday, we intend to send all PE bags and lost proper-

ty home on Thursday evening.  On Friday, we would ask that children bring the bare mini-

mum to school, so that they have very little to carry to church.  Where possible we would 

ask that packed lunches are bought in a   plastic bag. 

Record breaking reading! 

We have had a magical term of reading. Trips to our local li-

brary, increased use of our library, regular reading for pleas-

ure in class (RKG time) and a growing number of children 

reading for pleasure at home. Thank you for your support and 

encouragement. 

29 children in the school will get a ‘Regular Reading’ Certifi-

cate for reading for 3-4 times a week according to their reading log records. 

42 children in the school will receive a STAR READER BADGE for reading 5+ 

times a week.  So a total of 71 children out of 190.  

Please help us try and get up to half the school (90 children) reading more reg-

ularly in the Spring Term.  

A sad farewell… 

I am very sad to announce that Lisa Alderson, our Administrative Officer, will be leaving us early in January 

to start a new job in Winchester.  Mrs Alderson has been with us three years and during that time has 

worked tirelessly as part of the wider team to improve communication with parents as well as other sys-

tems and structures in the office.  I know that she will be deeply missed by staff and pupils alike and I hope 

that you will join me in wishing her the very best in her new role. Mrs Alderson’s last day will be Friday 

10th January.  We would ask parents to bear with us after this time, as for a short period we will be short 

staffed in the office.   



 
Year 6 become adventurers! 

Year 6 have been learning about geographical  and historical features of Antarctica.  They have been follow-

ing the journey of a real-life adventurer, Wendy Searle, who is  right now in Antarctica attempting to  break 

the women’s record for the fastest coastline to Pole journey -700 miles of ice and snow, crevasses and kata-

batic winds. Solo, unsupported and unassisted,. Alongside this they have been studying the heroic but failed 

attempt by Shackleton to cross Antarctica.  

 

They also got to interview a ’real-life’ Australian Explorer.  Any adventurer looking to 

go to Antarctica will train in this country by dragging car tyres as a substitute for the 

sledge (pulk) that they use on ice. As a result, year 6 spent the day in the New Forest 

doing just that. It was a brilliant day of muddy fun and a great way to finish a fasci-

nating unit of work. Well done to all the children for the effort they put into all as-

pects of their learning. 

Hour of code:   
The Hour of Code started as a one-hour introduction to computer science, designed to de-
mystify "code", to show that anybody can learn the basics, and to broaden participation in 
the field of computer science. It also helps nurture problem-solving skills, logic and creativity 
and with technology changing every industry on the planet, computing knowledge has be-
come part of a well-rounded skill set.   
Last week children had their ‘hour of code’ in school. They learnt how to code and saw how it 
is used from the creation of video games to the delivery of food.  
There are plenty of activities on the hour of code website. Children can make their own mine-
craft game, play a star wars game, make their own google logo and much, much more. So if 
you want to get your child off a computer game, get them making one instead. Computer 
programmers are the jobs of the future! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFPg96gdPkc 

House Winner for Autumn Term 

 

Congratulations to both Water and Fire for jointly winning the most House points over 

the course of the term. If your child is in either of these houses they can come to school 

on Thursday in non school uniform as a reward. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFPg96gdPkc


 

Waterside goes to the Polls 
Last Wednesday, the day before the country went to the Polls, the chil-
dren in years 3-6 went to the Polls.  
They had been introduced to four political parties. Each party had 
their own Manifesto with 3 key policies. In class, children had the 
chance to debate, argue and finally choose between each of the par-
ties and their policies. There were good points and bad points around 
each party and the level of debate and considered thinking was outstanding by the children.  
On Wednesday they went downstairs and voted—their names were ticked off the register, 
they were given a ballot paper to put a cross by the party they wanted and they got to post it 
into the ballot box. In the afternoon they came together for an assembly, learnt about how 
the history of voting; the fight women made to gain a chance to vote and the importance of 
democratic freedom before the results were announced. 
The Parties and their policies were as follows: 
 VISION – The party that has a plan for everyone 
All buses and trains are free for anyone who is disabled. 
School day will end at 4:30pm but everyone will have an hour of 
compulsory sport every  afternoon.  
To protect the environment, cars and vans will be banned from 
Hythe, Dibden, Blackfield and the New Forest. Large park and ride 
carparks will be built in Totton for residents. 
Tomorrow – the party that wants to shape the future 
Anyone caught dropping litter, especially plastic, will automatically 
go to prison for two weeks. 
Every school in the country will open 3 days a week (for children).  Holiday time remains the 
same. 
Anyone who owns a car has to pay an additional £300 tax per year to pay for improving the 
environment. 
Progress – the party that will move the country forward 
Every family in the Hythe, Dibden area will have to pay £75 per household to help build a new 
prison. 
If we, the Party for Progress, win, all schools will close for two days next week. 
No one is allowed to buy, sell or eat any meat products on the weekend. 
Transform –The party that wants to make a difference 
Every family in the Hythe, Dibden area will have to pay £75 per household to help build a new 
hospital 
All primary school classes will only have 15 children per class 
We will build 50 wind turbines on Southampton Water, by Hythe Pier. This will reduce the cost 
of electricity for Southampton residents. 
 
The party that got the most votes from the children was Transform with 46 votes, followed by 
Tomorrow with 32, Vision with 26 and the Progress party had 5 votes.  
 



18.12.19—Christmas lunch and Xmas jumpers 
19.12.19—Christmas PTA discos 
20.12.19—Christingle Service 2pm 
20.12.19—Break for Christmas 
06.01.19—Return to school for spring term 
15.01.20—All Year R place applications submitted 
14.02.20—Break up for half term 
24.02.20—INSET DAY 
25.02.20—Return to school following half term 
26.02.20—Year 4 to Calshot return 28.02.20 
19.03.20—Year 6 Downland & Weald 
23.03.20—Year 2 Portchester Castle 
 
 

All dates can be found on the school calendar 

on our website. 

Dinner Debt 
A big thank you to parents who continue to 
pay dinner money in advance or who have 
kept on top of the payments.  The current 
dinner debt total outstanding is -  £102.90 
 
Please see the class amounts below.  We 
request that all dinners are to be paid on 
the day or in advance.   
 
Where any child owes £10.00 or more, 
parents will be asked to provide a packed 
lunch until the outstanding amount has 
been cleared. If you are unable to pay 
please speak to the office. 
 
Year 3— £39.80       Year 4—£17.10 
Year 5— £17.15       Year 6—£28.85 

Christmas at Waterside!  

Christmas lunch 

We will be having Christmas lunch on Wednesday 18th December.  

We are very happy for children to bring Christmas jumpers to wear.   

After lunch we will be watching Nativity 4 which is a U.  Year 1 will be attending a 

performance of  ‘A Christmas Carol’ at Oak Lodge (separate permission letter). 

Christingle service 
Our annual Christingle service will be held at St John’s Church on Friday 20th De-

cember at 2pm. All parents are welcome to this event.  If there are any parents who 

are able to walk with us down to the church we would be 

hugely grateful, please inform the office.  We ask that all reply 

slips are returned regarding collection from the church by 

Thursday 19th December (see separate letter sent home last 

week). 


