
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 
  

Spring 2019 
 

‘Healthy Me’ and ‘From Seed to Plate’. 

Maths:   
The children will start the term learning to 
tell the time. They will be expected to 
identify o’clock, half past and a quarter to 
/ past on a clock face and towards the end 
of the year, should be able to tell the time 
to the nearest 5 minutes. Any practice 
they can have at home in this important 
life skill will be valuable. 
 
They will develop their understanding of 
the 4 operations this term, and will move 
from ‘concrete’ to ‘pictorial’ 
representations including arrays and 
number lines. We have seen from the 
homework activities completed that lots 
of children are already becoming 
competent in using these representations 
in their calculations. 
 
The children will continue to use different 
measuring equipment and units to 
measure and compare mass and capacity 
and will use simple charts and sorting 
diagrams to sort and present data. 
 
As children become more confident in 
their number facts and calculations they 
will be expected to demonstrate ‘mastery’ 
of these. This could take the form of more 
open ended questions (‘try it with another 
number…’ or ‘does it always give that 
answer?’) or perhaps using the language 
of explanation to explain their thinking (‘I 
know this because…’). 
 
 
 
 

Literacy:   
To start the term, year 2 will be learning 
to write letters. They will write in role as 
Florence Nightingale to describe the 
Scutari hospital and to explain the 
changes she made. Through this 
‘learning journey’ they will learn to use 
the ‘er’ and ‘est’ suffixes, write questions 
using question marks and include 
subordination in their sentences 
(‘when…’, ‘if…’ or ‘because…’). 
 
Later in the term the children will move 
on to writing fiction, re-telling the story 
of “Christopher Nibble”. Through this 
unit they will learn to use speech marks 
correctly, how apostrophes can show 
omission (contraction) and will 
experiment with exclamatory sentences 
using exclamation marks. 
 
We will continue to focus on spelling the 
year 2 common exception words and 
ensuring all children have developed a 
consistent, cursive style. 
 

 Times Tables 
We hope the children will continue the 
super progress they have made in 
learning their times tables. We will 
continue our weekly tables tests and, as 
before, your child will know which tables 
they need to be practising. Before 
moving on we expect them to be able to 
recall each table as multiplication and 
division facts.  

Reading: 
Shared reading texts this term will include ‘Mr Gumpy’ by John 
Burningham and ‘Peace at Last’. The children will explore how 
repetition, direct speech and structure are used to tell the 
stories. 
Later in the term they will begin to read the books of Roald Dahl, 
including ‘The Twits’ and ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’. 
The focus here will be on the author’s use of interesting 
language to add excitement and humour to the stories. 
As well as their school shared reading texts, we would 
encourage children to read as widely as possible at home. We 
expect to see regular evidence of this in their home reading 
books. 

Homework: 
We would like to thank you for your support with homework 
over the past term. Over 96 percent of the children have been 
completing and handing in their homework regularly and we can 
see they have been well supported in completing it too. 
Comprehension questions have been answered in detail with 
reference to the text and including ‘because’ to tell us why and 
we can see lots of evidence of pictures and diagrams to support 
calculations in maths. 
We will continue with the same format this term, alternating SAT 
style questions for maths and reading. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ICT 
The children will continue to use 2calculate (a 
primary spreadsheet) in their maths 
investigations. They will learn how a 
spreadsheet can count, sum and compare 
numbers. 
 
We will also begin a new coding unit. The 
children will use a simple ‘flowchart’ style 
programming environment to control objects 
on the screen. They will program the computer 
to execute simple commands and will need to 
think carefully about what to change when 
things go wrong. 
 
Their outcomes will include some simple 
animations and games.  
 
Later on in the term, we will be using concept 
mapping and presentation applications to  
organise and present learning about food and 
farming. 

Humanities 
Our humanities lessons will have a history focus 
this term as the children will be learning about the 
life and legacy of Florence Nightingale. 
They will learn about the conditions experienced in 
hospitals during the Crimean war and how she 
made changes to improve outcomes for her 
patients. 
They will also learn about Nursing today and how 
Florence Nightingale’s legacy lives on.  
 
Following this, our topic will be ‘food and farming’. 
The children will learn about what plants need to 
grow, how they form the start of simple food 
chains and what we need to eat to ensure a 
balanced diet. 
We will also be visiting a working farm to see for 
ourselves how herbs and salads are grown, and 
will begin to plant our own edible garden. 

Art and Technology 
We will start the term with a ‘food’ focus: 
creating pictures in the style of Archimboldo - a 
variation on ‘still life’ with fruit and vegetables. 
The children will also be tasting different fruits 
and creating their own fruit smoothies with a 
focus on combining different flavours and 
colours. 
 
Finally, they will be learning to use pen and ink 
with watercolour to draw and paint in the style 
of the illustrator Quentin Blake. 
 

 

Science 

We will continue with a ‘living things’ focus as year 
2 learn about healthy eating, including food 
groups, food chains and the importance of good 
hygiene when preparing food.  
 
We hope to have a visit from the school nurse 
later in the term to talk about hygiene and keeping 
germs under control. 
 
To link with the ‘farming’ topic they will also be 
discovering how seeds and blubs germinate, how 
plants grow and how they are important as 
primary producers. 

PE 

We will continue with the Daily Mile this term, 
though we will use a different route when the 
weather is wet. It has been great to see children 
challenging themselves and enjoying starting the 
day with some exercise and fresh air. The daily mile 
will take place whatever the weather so a good 
coat will be important during the winter months. 
Mr S will continue to teach the children multi-skills 
and for this it is important they have the correct PE 
kit (to include a tracksuit or sweatshirt in colder 
weather). 
After half term all children will be learning to swim. 
This will take place at Applemore and the children 
will be taught by professional swimming coaches. 
Details will follow shortly. 

PSHE  
We have introduced the ‘fill the bucket’ project this 
term and will focus on children celebrating the 
events and achievements that make them feel 
good. When talking about their day at school you 
could ask them, ‘what has filled your bucket today?’ 
Our PSHE will also focus on staying healthy and this 
will be linked to their leaning in science and 
humanities. 

RE 

The children will start by learning about special 
books, including the texts that are important to 
different religions. They will learn about some 
stories from the bible and the significance of these. 
Later in the term, the children will learn about 
Easter. They will find out why it is an important 
festival for Christians through the concepts of 
‘happiness’ and ‘sadness’.  
 
 


