
Analysis of Pupil Reading Survey – 
March 2019                                                   Waterside Primary School 

 

This survey was carried out in school as part of our exploration into the attitudes children have for reading.  

 

Our school vision is ‘that we provide a caring and supportive environment, with high expectations and a rich, 

broad and balanced curriculum. We want our children to leave here having achieved their full potential; ready 

to continue their adventures in learning and life fully equipped to excel and succeed, with big dreams and high 

ambition.’ Having a love of reading is a crucial component to our school vision and for your child’s future 

successes. 

 

As a school we already have a strong focus of developing children’s word level. We know, for example, that 

focused learning all through school is required for children to be successful in their Key Stage 2 SATS tests. (The 

2018 grammar, punctuation and spelling test covered key learning from both KS1 and KS2. Notably, 30% of the 

questions were from KS1 and 90% of the questions were not from year 6 – that’s 90%! The reading texts that 

children are given in the KS2 SATS are carefully chosen to unpick children’s skills to decode and unpick 

language. Vocabulary has now contributed to 20% of the available marks in the KS2 reading SAT for the past 

three years. As is so often the case with rich text, it is also dripping with idiomatic and inferential phrases such 

as ‘left to my own devices’ and ‘it dawned on me’ (both examples were in the 2018 paper and children needed 

to show an understanding of what these phrases meant).) 

 

Having a wider and broader word knowledge comes from regular reading. In previous flyers (sent out earlier 

this term) we have informed parents of the research findings that show how reading for pleasure can result in 

increased empathy, improved relationships with others, reductions in the symptoms of depression and 

dementia, and improved wellbeing. And of course, educational outcomes. We know that academic attainment 

is of vital importance, but the benefits of reading for pleasure go beyond this and stretch throughout a 

person's life. 

When we open a book, we are opening our eyes to 

new worlds; allowing children’s imaginations to 

flourish; and creating opportunities for our children 

to be inspired. The picture of the books holding 

back the river, is an excellent image to show us how 

when we open a book, we are also opening our 

minds to a flood of information and ideas! 

 

The findings from our pupil survey shed important 

light on the needs of our children and the results 

will inform actions we take to further develop 

children’s access to great literature and the part we 

can play in instilling a life-long love of reading.  

 

As the survey shows this needs to be a partnership 

between school and home if your child is to truly 

engage in the joy of reading. 

 

Please remember, reading should be enjoyable! It 

should inspire our children and encourage them to 

be lifelong learners. It reinforces the correct 

grammar that they should be using and exposes 

them to a wealth of vocabulary. Be a good role 

model to your child and read with them but most 

importantly, spend some quality time together and 

show them that reading can be fun! 



Analysis of Key Stage Two (Years 3-6) 
 

Differing views on the enjoyment of reading (this is a selection of comments from each range): 

 

Children who stated ’they love to read’ gave these reasons why: 

 

‘Because it is fun.’ (Year 3 child) 

‘You can imagine you are in the story.’ (Year 3 child) 

‘Because the words make pictures in my head.’ (Year 3 child) 

‘I love to read because some books are amazing.’ (Year 3 child) 

‘I love reading because it boosts your knowledge. Also because I love stories.’ (Year 3 Child) 

‘Because when I read I like going on an adventure’ (Year 4 child) 

‘It makes me happy and feel good.’ (Year 4 child) 

‘Because it brings you into a magical world of imagination.’ (Year 4 child) 

‘I get hooked with the books.’ (Year 5) 

‘It calms me down.’ (Year 5) 

‘Because you feel like you are with the characters in the story.’ (Year 5 child) 

‘Because it is nice to find out stuff.’ (Year 5) 

‘Reading makes you learn new words and improve your work by reading.’ (Year 6)  

‘I love to read because I like to paint a picture in my head.’ (Year 6) 

‘Because of all the fun things in the book. Also so I don’t get bored.’ (Year 6) 

‘I love to read because it helps my spellings and it makes me have a better imagination.’ (Year 6) 

 

Children who stated they ‘are not bothered’ or ‘don’t love to’ read gave these reasons why: 

 

‘Because it can make me feel sick’ (Year 3 child) 

‘Because they are boring.’ (Year 4 child) 

‘Because I am bad at reading.’ (Year 5 child) 

‘Because I’m not a fan of books but I do it when I am bored.’ (Year 5 child)  

 

This shows why it is not a bad thing to allow children to get bored (and to restrict time on 

electronic devices). 

One Year 4 child stated that he did not like reading. For Q3 (Where do you prefer to read?) 

he said school ‘because I have to’. 

One Year 3 child stated that he was not a very good reader and where asked to explain why 

wrote ‘I am dumb because I don’t do my homework sometimes’. 

 

A mid-way point of view – children who (when asked if they like reading) stated that ‘it’s okay’. 

 

‘Because when I don’t want to but actually get started it’s okay.’ (Year 4 child) 

This point of view shows an emerging love of reading – and a child who, with support and 

encouragement will grow into someone who reads for personal pleasure. 

‘Because not all books are my favourite’ (year 4) 

‘Because I haven’t found the right book yet.’ (year 5) 

I think this because some books I read over and over again and it gets annoying and boring’ (Year 6) 

This opinion shows how children need to have parental and school support to find stories to 

match their interests as much as finding books at their reading ability.  

‘Because it takes my mind off things’ (year 4) 



This shows a child who is beginning to recognise that books can take you into a magical 

world. Books allow children to make meaning of the real world around them and this 

statement highlights the importance of developing a love of reading and making sure 

children can - and do - read for pleasure. 

‘Because half way through it gets boring.’ (Year 6) 

This shows how (in our quick fix world) children need to build up their stamina as a reader. 

‘Because I like doing it when no wifi’ (year 6) 

‘I am not keen on reading but when I get asked to I will.’ (Year 6) 

These comments suggest that we must help develop their love of reading by making sure 

children have opportunities to read at school and at home.  

 

Other factors for children who stated that they ‘don’t like reading’ (Q:1) 

 

The majority of children who don’t like reading also stated (in Q:4 ‘Do you have books to read at 

home?) that they have either ‘none’ or ‘1-10 books’.  

For Q: 10 (Do you ever see the adults at home reading for pleasure? Tick one: Never, maybe in 

summer holidays, sometimes, loves reading) they all ticked ‘never’ bar one who ticked sometimes. 

The majority also stated that they have either ‘none’ or ‘1-10 books’ in their bedroom (not ‘10-50’ or 

‘my home has lots of books.’ 

 

Do you have a TV or computer or games console in your bedroom? 

 

83% of ALL children in KS2 said YES to this question. 

 

  
 Yes No 

Year 3 85% 15% 

Year 4 89% 11% 

Year 5 68% 32% 

Year 6 79% 21% 



Key Stage One (including Reception) 
 

Differing views on the enjoyment of reading (this is a selection of comments from each range): 

 

94% of Reception Children are read to at home. 82% state that they have books in their bedroom.  

82% state that they ‘love listening to stories’, with 6% stating that listening to stories is ‘okay’ and 

12% stating that they ‘don’t like listening to stories’. 

 

33% of Reception Children are read to every day at home. 39% are read to a few days each week and 

28% once a week or never. 

 

86% of Year 1 are read to at home. 14% state that they are not read to at home and 75% have either 

‘0 books’ or ‘1 or 2 books’ in their bedroom. 

 

70% of Year 2 are read to  at home. 30% state that they are not read to at home and 75% have either 

‘0 books’ or ‘1 or 2 books’ in their bedroom. 

 

 

For further information about how to support your child to read  

see the ‘Top tips to help your child read’ page on our school website 

or book an appointment to see your child’s class teacher. 


