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Friday 14th January, 2022
Dear parents/Carers,

Happy New Year!
It has been lovely to welcome children and families back to school after the
Christmas holidays. I have heard from the children that many of you were able to
meet with family and friends and really enjoy the festivities, which is wonderful. I
know staff enjoyed the break and were incredibly grateful for all the gifts and
cards they received from families.
The children have come back to school refreshed and eager to learn and the term
has started well. Spring term is always the term where we see children make big
steps in their learning, building on the expectations introduced through autumn
term. We are hoping for an uninterrupted term, but will keep you informed of any
changes to guidance or significant changes to staffing as a result of Covid which
impact on our provision.
There have been some changes to isolation and testing and I have tried to
provide a clear guide within this newsletter. Thank you for your continued support
and for the open and regular communication we have been able to have with
families at this time. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require any
advice or guidance—we certainly don’t have all the answers, but are always
happy to help in the best way we can.
We hope that this term will allow opportunities for parents to join us in school and
to share in the great work the children are doing.
Have a good weekend!

Kind regards,
Emma Moakes

Covid update

The main change to the Covid guidance is the change to the
possible length of isolation. Following two negative LFD tests,
24 hours apart, isolation can be terminated early and before the
usual 10 days. An LFD can be taken on day 5 onwards and isolation can cease as early as on day 6 , providing there have been two negative tests, 24 hours apart.
Please see the flow chart below for a day by day guide to testing and isolation.
Additionally, it has now been agreed that children and adults who test positive on an
LFD test, but who are asymptomatic, need not take a PCR test. The LFD test is considered accurate enough and isolation should begin from the date of the positive LFD.
A PCR test should be accessed where there are symptoms however.
In terms of school, we continue to operate for the vast majority of time in class bubbles.
For assemblies and lunch we operate as key stage bubbles. We will adapt and change
our practice in response to any changes in guidance, but also in response to PHE/DFE
advice following a significant number of cases in school
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At Waterside we love reading! Bug Club is just another great tool that children can use at home to
improve their reading comprehension. Children who are confident with reading are more likely to enjoy it and as result of reading substantially improve their life chances.
Bug Club is an online system – where teachers have allocated children a range of books to match
their age and stage. As well as being able to successfully read the books online – children will also
be targeted with questions in a fun and interactive way – which help to improve their comprehension
skills.
As they answer questions data is produced which enables teachers to target children’s next steps
and further move a child forward, For most children answering questions accurately is challenging.
Is your child a Bug Club Champion?
I am challenging all children to access Bug Club twice a week at home alongside their normal reading routines to help improve their accuracy. Any child who improves their accuracy by 5 %
or more over the rest of this month will receive a leaf from me and be entered into a prize draw at
half term!

Well Done to the following children in Year 5 who have already taken on my challenge and improved
their accuracy by 5% or more in just a week ; Alfie, Ashley, Kayla, Storme, Ella, Zofia,
Amelia, Ryan, Kianna and Freya.
If you need help logging onto Bug Club – please contact your class teacher who can
remind you of log in details.

This is a fantastic, engaging and fun resource that children in Years 3-6 are using in school to boost
their knowledge and understanding of the times tables.
It encourages healthy competition as the children climb the league tables and become ‘Rock Legends’. We have been having a big push on it in school and we encourage the children to use it at home too, so that they can boost their quick thinking
skill and become totally times-table proficient.
The app is a free download and children have an individual user name and
password. If your child has lost or forgotten theirs, please speak to your
class teacher

Well done to the following for already
becoming Rock Legends:
Year 3: Hana

Year 4: Leo

Year 5: Zofia, Ashley, Hana, Ryan
Year 6: Scarlett, Katie, Kaitlyn, Amaya, Shannon, Micha,
Oscar, Bethany, Kyrie, Kai, William, Maria, Phoebe, Ellie

Winter weather
This week we have really felt the winter weather with frozen windscreens and
slippery paths. With this in mind, can I take this opportunity to remind parents
of how we communicate a school closure, especially in the event of severe
weather and especially snow.
School closures have to be reported to the County Council and will appear on
their website as a list. This can be accessed using the following link:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/education/schoolclosures/
Usually, following a site risk assessment, the quickest way to contact parents is via ParentMail
and therefore it is essential that we have an up to date contact email and that you are registered
to receive updates. We would also publish a closure on the website as soon as we were able
and local radio stations are informed of the closures once announced.
It is rare, in this part of the country, for the weather to be severe enough for school to be closed.
We do try to keep an eye on the weather and our Site Manager Miss Corrigan always tries to
grit paths and entrances, but on early mornings where the temperatures are low, please stay to
the paths and main routes, so as to ensure there are no accidents. Hopefully the sun will be
along before too long!!

Arts Council ‘Creativity Collaboration’ Project.
We are very excited to be a part of a project that will be exploring creativity within primary education.
Whilst the main part of the research for us as a school will begin in 2023, we will be collecting
thoughts and children’s understanding of creativity this term.

Christmas Shop
This week we have seen children enjoying choosing gifts from our
PTA Christmas Shop. I would like to say a massive ‘Thank you!’ to
the PTA who sourced the gifts and organised the event and a special ‘Thank you!’ to Lisa Hopkins who ran the event with the children.
I hope those of you who were lucky enough to receive a gift, enjoy them!

Useful contacts:

Emma Moakes (Headteacher)
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Mark Ward (Deputy Headteacher)
M.WARD@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion lead)
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk
School office manned 8am—4pm
023 80842143
There is an answerphone for any messages left
out of hours.

20 Jan—Spring Census day
02 Feb—Year R/6 Height and weight checks
17 Feb—HALF TERM BEGINS
18 Feb—INSET DAY
*****
28 Feb– Return to school for Spring 2
02—04 Mar—Calshot trip Year 4
08 Apr—EASTER HOLIDAYS BEGIN
*****
25 Apr—Back to school
02 May—Bank Holiday
09 –12 May—SATs Week Year 6
27 May - HALF TERM BEGINS
*****
06 June—Back to school
15 June—Class photographs
07/08 July—Transition days Year 6
11/15 July—year 6 Activity week (tbc)
21 July—LAST DAY OF TERM

Too often, people feel afraid to admit that they are struggling with their mental health. This fear of prejudice and judgement stops people from getting help and can destroy families and end lives. Heads Together wants to help people feel
much more comfortable with their everyday mental wellbeing and have the practical tools to support their friends and
family. If you need support with your mental health but don’t know where to turn, our Heads Together Charity Partners
are there for you. https://www.headstogether.org.uk/get-support/
If you are struggling to cope and need to talk, trained Shout Volunteers are there for you, day or night. Text SHOUT to
85258 anytime day or night and chat by text to share what is worrying you.

Attendance
Children have missed a great deal of school over the past two years and this has significantly impacted on them academically, but also socially and emotionally and for some children physically.
Attendance is now mandatory for all children despite the increased rates of Covid across the
country and Hampshire County Council are clear that all schools must ensure that children who
are not unwell or isolating are in attendance daily. We track attendance of classes and individual

pupils closely and where we have concerns we will be contacting parents in line with our attendance policy. If you are finding it difficult to get your child to school or there is a reason for absence which requires or would benefit from our support, please do not hesitate to contact us.

