
WATERSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  
WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE— 92.5% 

 

 
Friday 4th February, 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
 
Well it’s been another full and interesting couple of weeks! 
 
Classrooms have been busy as always and  we have seen a real energy and 
enthusiasm for learning from the children.  Our most recent visitor, Mrs Kiel our 
SEN advisor commented on the calm atmosphere and exemplary behavior of 
children across the school.  She was really impressed with their level of 
engagement, focus and resilience. 
 
We have really enjoyed Number Day today and are so grateful to parents for the 
support they have shown in terms of providing non-school uniform and number 
themed outfits.  We have also been able to collect £125.00   which will be 
donated to the NSPCC, whose work children have learnt about in assemblies this 
week. 
 
Many thanks and have a great weekend! 
 
Emma Moakes 
Headteacher 
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Parent’s evenings to share pupil progress 

We are really pleased to announce that we will be holding face-to-face parents’ evenings 

this term.  The meetings will be a valuable opportunity to share your child’s achieve-

ments, take a look at their work and to share any concerns or worries. 

Bookings can be made through Scopay like last term when we held our virtual meetings. 

Key Stage 2  parent’s evenings will be held on Tuesday 15th February (3.30—

5.30pm) and Thursday 17th February (3.30—7pm) 

Year R and Key stage 1 parent’s evenings will be held on Tuesday 1st March 

(3.30—7pm) and Thursday 3rd March (3.30—5pm) 

Booking for all events will open at 7pm on Monday 7th February.   

Bookings for KS2 events will close at 2pm on Monday14th February. 

Bookings for KS1 and Year R event will close at 2pm on Monday 28th February. 

We really look forward to seeing you all  on these dates . 



 

At the end of the Autumn Term we invited parents 

and carers to complete a survey on internet safety 

at home. 

The results of this survey will give us a better       

understanding of any risks or knowledge gaps so 

that we can help you with further information in 

our Newsletters, on our website, or in any up-

coming Parent e-Safety Information Sessions. 

Thank you to all of you who took part. Of the 41 who did, 54% of respondents have children in  KS1 and 30% of 

those are from Reception class.  

90% of respondents state their child has online access outside of school and 71% have their own device. 

Overwhelmingly, 88% of parents are aware of what their child does online and 93% of parents have control of online 

access, with 90% having parental settings in place and 78% knowing where to go for further support. 

Although 54% of children have access to the internet in their bedrooms, 85% of parents have set up online safety 

rules with their children. 

85% of children have not shared anything with an adult at home about any threats or concerns to their online safety. 

Of those that have had their child confide in them, the threat was mostly about swearing and foul language. 

The biggest concern about internet usage is about inappropriate videos being watched and the language being heard 

by their children. 

More than a quarter of all who responded have seen a negative behaviour in their child as a result of time being spent 

online. 

Whilst some parents were unsure about how we teach online safety in school, the majority recognise the high quality 

learning experiences that we have within our curriculum. 

Parentmail and newsletters are the best way to pass on up to date online safety information. (So this is coming out on 

both parent mail and in the newsletter.) 

Finally, it was great to see that all but three respondents considered themselves ‘internet savvy’, even though 20% of 

those thought that their children are probably more so than them! 

The platforms young people use are spaces for connection, 

community and collaboration, and we encourage children to fos-

ter supportive relationships and respectful communities, whilst 

equipping them with the skills they need to keep themselves and 

others safe in these spaces. There are some emerging safety 

issues in these spaces as well as issues young people have 

been navigating for some time; particularly the lack of respect individuals display towards each other, 

groups ‘ganging up’ against other groups, and the sense that it is easy to ‘get away’ with negative behav-

iour such as meanness, bullying and swearing. There is hate directed at particular groups, particularly 

LGBT+ users, and misogyny on gaming platforms.  

We continue to respond to any Internet Safety issue as it may arise, or in light of 

changes in government policy. We will continue to deliver internet safety into all com-

puting units taught, and we will continue to use Internet Safety Week to further inform 

parents and pupils around key issues  to do with technology and how to be safe. 



Managing your child's gaming emotions: 

Children can get so involved in their gaming that 
parents are often surprised at how intensely emo-
tional they can get about it. By understanding 
what’s going on for your child, and following some 
basic guidelines, you can better support your 
gaming child.  

This year's Safer Internet Day is 
themed 'All Fun and Games? Exploring Respect and Rela-
tionships Online', with a focus on keeping children's gam-
ing happy and healthy.  

Cardinal rule - be curious! 

The main mistake parents make is not understanding the gaming world from their child’s perspective. For many 
parents, it’s just like another world completely – something they don’t understand. However, not understanding 
means it’s easier to make mistakes – namely by not appreciating how seriously your child takes their games. 

Gaming may not be up your street, but it pays to be curious. Ask your child to show you their game, try it out 
yourself. Find out what they like about it and why they play. By getting inside your child’s mind, you’ll be much 
better placed to deal with the feelings these games bring up, and help to set reasonable boundaries about their 
game use. 

The best boundaries are negotiated 

Life skills are learned both inside and outside of gaming – and an important one is boundaries. Depending on 
the age of your child, boundaries can be directive (coming from the top) or negotiated. 

Parents should be directive about some boundaries like ensuring games are age-appropriate, but there is room 
for negotiation too. 

By setting expectations together, you can get ahead of conflict that might arise without those expectations. In-
cluding your child in those expectations shows understanding and respect – and will help (in theory!) getting 
them on board with them. You might consider working out: 

 How many hours a day are acceptable 

 When those hours are 

 What the consequences will be if agreements are broken 

 What your child does in the home when not on a device 

A clear set of guidelines between you can do a great deal to head off conflict in the future – and boundaries can 
be changed based on how well-respected they are by both sides. 

Warning signs 

Most of the ups and downs of childhood gaming emotions are normal – but there are a few things to watch out 
for. 

For most children, most of the time, abiding by these guidelines should help everyone deal with the emotional 
world of a gaming child. However, sometimes things can tip into a zone of concern. There may be something a 
bit more serious going on if your child: 

 Can’t take time away from gaming without getting very angry, anxious, or depressed 

 Loses interest in other activities that aren’t gaming 

 Changes their routine or is deceptive about gaming 

 Is moody, more aggressive, depressive, or angry 

 Withdraws from relationships with others 





Coming up…. 
 

We Can Week … 

is a celebration that aims to 
increase children’s under-
standing of their physical 
and mental well-being.  
 
Over 57% of Children across Hampshire 
are doing less than the recommended 60 
minutes of physical activity a day. One in 
six children aged 5-16 years in 2020 were 
identified as having a probable mental 
health concern.   
 

About the week: We Can Week is taking place between 14th-18th February 2022.  
 
The week has been divided into five key themed days that will support children’s physical and mental well-
being. We will explore each theme in school but want to encourage families to do so at home too, involving 
their children and discussing the themes for each day and how important they are as a family. We will share 
resources for families nearer the time. 

Mindful Monday Exploring emotions and learning how to process, seek support and look after our mental 

well-being. 
Tasty Tuesday Supporting children to access and enjoy healthy eating opportunities and understand the 

importance of a healthy diet. 
Well-being Wednesday Exploring the positive effects of being active outdoors and prioritising positive be-

haviours. 

Together Thursday Exploring the benefits of being connected to each other and understanding the im-

portance of inclusivity. 

 
Well done to the following for recently becoming Rock Legends! 

 Year 4—Harvey B and Freddie—Ray 

 Year 6—Luca 

 

24 children across the school have 

achieved leaves since the last newsletter 

for improving their engagement and accuracy on Bug Club at home. With the biggest 

difference being seen in Year 3. Teachers are continuing to monitor home engage-

ment and accuracy around answering questions. Log in and get reading today! 



 
 

15 Feb—KS2 Parents Evening 
17 Feb—KS2 Parents Evening 
17 Feb—HALF TERM BEGINS 
18 Feb—INSET DAY 

***** 
28 Feb– Return to school for Spring 2 
02—04 Mar—Calshot trip Year 4 
1 March—KS1/Reception Parents evening 
02 March—Year 6 SATs meeting (4:30pm) 
3 March—KS1/Reception Parents Evening 
22 March—PTA Disco 
25 March—PTA Mothers Day Shop 
08 Apr—EASTER HOLIDAYS BEGIN 

***** 
25 Apr—Back to school SUMMER TEM 
02 May—Bank Holiday 
09 –12 May—SATs Week Year 6 
21 May PTA Summer Fete 
27 May  - HALF TERM BEGINS 

***** 
06 June—Back to school 
15 June—Class photographs 
17 June—Father’s Day Shop 
28 June—PTA Disco 
07/08 July—Transition days Year 6 
11/15 July—year 6 Activity week (tbc) 
21 July—LAST DAY OF TERM 

Useful contacts: 
 
Emma Moakes (Headteacher) 
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Mark Ward (Deputy Headteacher) 
M.WARD@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion lead) 
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
School office manned 8am—4pm 
 
023 80842143 
 
There is an answerphone for any messages left 
out of hours. 

Attendance 

Children have missed a great deal of school over the past two years and this has significantly im-

pacted on them academically, but also socially and emotionally and for some children physically. 

Attendance is now mandatory for all children despite the increased rates of Covid across the 

country and Hampshire County Council are clear that all schools must ensure that children who 

are not unwell or isolating are in attendance daily.  We track attendance of  classes and individual 

pupils closely and where we have concerns we will be contacting parents in line with our attend-

ance policy.  If you are finding it difficult to get your child to school or there is a reason for ab-

sence which requires or would benefit from our support, please do  not hesitate to contact us. 

Too often, people feel afraid to admit that they are 

struggling with their mental health. This fear of preju-

dice and judgement stops people from getting help 

and can destroy families and end lives. Heads Togeth-

er wants to help people feel much more comfortable 

with their everyday mental wellbeing and have the 

practical tools to support their friends and family. If 

you need support with your mental health but don’t 

know where to turn, our Heads Together Charity Part-

ners are there for you.   https://

www.headstogether.org.uk/get-support/ 

If you are struggling to cope and need to talk, trained 

Shout Volunteers are there for you, day or night.  Text 

SHOUT to 85258 anytime day or night and chat by text 

to share what is worrying you.  

https://www.headstogether.org.uk/get-support/
https://www.headstogether.org.uk/get-support/

