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Dear Parents/Carers,
We made it!
This term has been a really difficult one with staff absence and a lack of
continuity for staff and children as a result of covid-19 cases. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank parents and carers for their
understanding and for their communication at this time. I am really
hoping the summer term will be a great deal smoother and with less
disruption.
Despite the challenges, it has been a fantastic term and we have seen
pupils enjoying the richness of the curriculum. We have also welcomed
parents and carers in for celebration assemblies and our violin
performance and it has bought a real buzz back into the school for both
staff and pupils. Thank you for all your kind words and for making
yourselves available to support your children in this way.
The end of term is certainly a time for mixed emotion here at
Waterside. As parents are aware, staff are preparing for huge changes
following the departure of Mr Ward. We wish him huge success in the
school he will be supporting and know that whilst he will be hugely
missed here the staff at the new school will benefit greatly from his
leadership.
Finally, I would like to wish everyone a very happy Easter and a well
deserved break. School returns on Monday 25th April and we will look
forward to welcoming everyone back for
what I hope will be a sunny and
successful summer term!
Kind regards,
Emma Moakes
Headteacher

IMPORTANT DAY TO DAY INFORMATION
Uniform
Parents and carers will be pleased to hear
that we have decided to continue to allow
children to wear PE kit to school on the
days when they have timetabled PE. We
know that this really helps to ensure less
items are lost and in fact teaching time is
also maximised which is beneficial to all.
With this in mind, can I remind parents of
what PE kit should look like as we have noticed a range of colours and fashions coming in to school.
Children should have either black or navy
shorts, track suit trousers or leggings.
These should be plain and not have large
logos or patterns on them. These should
be worn with a plain white t-shirt without
buttons or a white t-shirt with the school
logo on available from Skoolkit.
Children will need trainers and in cooler
weather a plain black or navy hoodie or
jumper.
Please support us to ensure children
have the correct kit on their allocated
PE days.

A reminder:
Children should only have water in
their water bottles for the classroom.

Inset Days
We have decided that our last two inset days will be on Friday 24th June and Monday 27th June. These will be used to prepare and train for the new academic year.

A rich and engaging Curriculum
National Poetry Day—Our whole school poetry recital
Last week saw the whole school come together for our annual
poetry recital. Every class has chosen a poem to learn and
memorise. From the class several groups or individuals were
then chosen to perform. Memory is critical when learning and
this activity really tested some of the children. It was lovely to see our children confident and expressive in front of their peers.
Well done everyone!

Our Waterside bees!
Mr Rolt has been working with a group of children to set up a Waterside
bee hive in a safe and protected area of our school grounds. This has
been a wonderful and unique experience for our children, which promotes a love of the environment and an understanding of how nature
impacts us all . A massive ‘thank you’ to Mr Rolt who gives up his own
time voluntarily to give our children this opportunity.

A visit from a Paralympian!
On Thursday 24th March, we had a visit from Aaron Phipps, who is a gold medal winning Paralympian! Aaron is part of the Great Britain national wheelchair rugby team
and competed in the London Paralympics in 2012 as well as the 2020 Paralympics,
where the team won the wheelchair rugby final on 29th August and received gold medals. Aaron grew up and lives locally.
His visit allowed children to share his life journey, understanding the motivation behind
his career and the resilience needed to realise his dreams.

The Easter Egg Hunt!
This week we have really enjoyed the lead up to our Easter
break, with Easter assemblies, but also the world famous
Waterside Easter egg hunt! Our wonderful PTA organised a
morning of hunts where children from across the school
worked together to find and collect beautiful coloured eggs.
Everyone’s effort was rewarded with a special chocolate
egg! I think I can safely say, we all enjoyed the hunt and no
doubt the chocolate too!
A huge ‘thank you’ goes out to our wonderful PTA team.

Online Safety Guides:
Raising a child in the digital age is complicated due to what they can access and see online with a
few clicks of the mouse or a couple of taps of the finger. With the continuing Covid-19 pandemic
and the war in Ukraine that is also on the telly and on the radio in the car etc, children are at risk of
being exposed to unsettling stories, images and ideas.
Below is a guide about how to reassure a concerned child with advice to help you with these discussions.
There is also a good newsround video that you may want to watch with your child.

Useful contacts:
Emma Moakes (Headteacher)
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Mark Ward (Deputy Headteacher)
M.WARD@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion lead)
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk
School office manned 8am—4pm
023 80842143
There is an answerphone for any messages left
out of hours.

06 April—Easter Egg Hunt
08 Apr—EASTER HOLIDAYS
BEGIN
*****
25 Apr—Back to school SUMMER TEM
02 May—Bank Holiday
09 –12 May—SATs Week Year 6
19 May —Year 5 Celebration Assembly at 09:15am
21 May PTA Summer Fete
27 May - HALF TERM BEGINS
*****
06 June—Back to school
15 June—Class photographs
16 June—Year 3 Celebration Assembly at 09:15am
17 June—Father’s Day Shop
22 June—Sports Day (tbc)
23 June—Year 4 Celebration Assembly at 09:15am
24 June—Inset Day
27 June—Inset day
28 June—PTA Disco
05 July—Year 2 Celebration Assembly at 09:15am
07/08 July—Transition days Year 6
11/15 July—year 6 Activity week (tbc)
21 July—LAST DAY OF TERM

Covid-19
Currently the guidance is that children who have covid-19 symptoms and especially
a high temperature should stay off whilst they are unwell and returning when they
feel better. If they have actually tested positive for covid-19 a three day isolation following the day of the test is recommended on the government website. Three days
is considered the length of time for which children are most contagious.

