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Friday 18th March, 2022
Dear Parents/Carers,
I cannot quite believe another fortnight has gone by.
The last two weeks have been jam packed with activity and we have absolutely
loved that children have had the opportunity to engage in a rich and varied
curriculum, which has included trips out and visitors in!
As a result school has felt very busy all of the sudden and it has been brought to
my attention that we have made some last minute plans and that there has not
always been a great deal of notice when changes have been made. Apologies
for any confusion that has been caused, but unfortunately this has been due to
the impact of covid and staffing, along with the temperamental spring weather.
Clear communication is essential and we will endeavor to tighten up our
procedures, but please also keep an eye on ParentMail and the information within
this newsletter, so that you are well informed as possible.

It has been really lovely welcoming families back into the school alongside the
trips out we have made. Seeing parents in assemblies and at parents evenings
has really made a difference to the children and I hope that we will be able to find
many more opportunities throughout the summer term. Celebration assemblies
are either on a Tuesday at 9.05am (Lower school) or on a Thursday at 9am
(Upper school) and you will be invited by ParentMail, when your child has
received their Headteacher’s Award.
A final thank you goes to all the families who have supported Comic Relief today.
I hope the children enjoyed another opportunity to wear non-school uniform, but
also to think of others in our community and those around the world, especially at
this difficult and concerning time. Thank you!
Have a lovely weekend and we will look forward to seeing everyone again next
week!
Kind regards,
Emma Moakes
Headteacher

IMPORTANT DAY TO DAY INFORMATION
Communication with teaching staff
Now we have returned to some sense of normal, we would like to be able to return to a situation where parents can actually come in and speak face to face if
there is a concern about their child. A child’s class teacher is always the first
port of call, as they will have the very best understanding of your child, their academic ability and progress and also events on a day to day basis.
Teachers are always very happy to arrange a meeting, but I am sure you will understand that it is
not always possible to talk on the gate at the end of the day, as our responsibility is the safeguarding of pupils and ensuring they get to their parents safely.

With this in mind, should you wish to meet with a class teacher or any other member of school
staff, please make an appointment via the school office.

Uniform
Parents and carers will be pleased to hear that we have decided to continue to allow
children to wear PE kit to school on the days when they have timetabled PE. We
know that this really helps to ensure less items are lost and in fact teaching time is
also maximised which is beneficial to all. With this in mind, can I remind parents of
what PE kit should look like as we have noticed a range of colours and fashions
coming in to school.
Children should have either black or navy shorts, track suit trousers or leggings.
These should be plain and not have large logos or patterns on them. These should
be worn with a plain white t-shirt without buttons or a white t-shirt with the school
logo on available from Skoolkit.
Children will need trainers and in cooler weather a plain black or navy hoodie or
jumper.
Please support us to ensure children have the correct kit on their allocated PE
days.

Inset Days
We have decided that our last two inset days will be on Friday 24th June and Monday 27th June. These will be used to prepare and train for the new academic year.

Behaviour, mental health and well-being

We have as a community, experienced a difficult and challenging couple of years and current
news events and the financial situation in our own country has continued to keep anxieties
high amongst adults. Our children have also been and continue to be impacted by the current
situation and we are seeing this present itself in lots of different ways in school, as I am sure
you are at home.
These pressures on top of what for some children were already really difficult circumstances
have meant that we have seen children demonstrating challenging behaviours and requiring
additional support and nurture from school staff.
The inclusive curriculum we provide can often be confusing for those looking in, as sometimes the most challenging children appear to get the rewards and fun activities. However,
these activities meet a basic need that for some children has not been met elsewhere and is
responsive to the trauma they may have experienced or be experiencing.
We are an inclusive school and work collaboratively with a wide range of agencies to safeguard and provide an education which supports all children whatever their needs and vulnerabilities.
It should be understood that aggressive and violent behaviour is never rewarded and appropriate sanctions are always put in place,. These might not be evident to the other children or
onlookers as this would further escalate and compound the problems, but safety and the
safeguarding of all children and staff is always our priority and guides our actions and decisions throughout every day. We have a school ethos that has high expectations for behaviour and one which works with children who are unable to regulate their behaviour to find
strategies which they can implement with help and then independently.
Our intent is that every child who attends Waterside Primary School feels safe and supported.
Every child has the right to a rich and engaging curriculum and they support the require to
flourish and ’Be the best that they can be’. We work hard to establish trusting relationships
with parents and pupils so that when problems arise they can be addressed in a timely manner. We don’t always get it right, but are always willing and available to talk and share ideas
and solutions. Please come and talk to us if you have any concerns, as rarely is anything
solved when it is discussed either on social media or on the school gate.
As a school, we follow the guidance and implement the strategies provided by the agencies
that work alongside us and I am incredibly proud of the staff who work tirelessly to support
the neds of all children whatever their need or vulnerability. This is sometimes a challenge,
but the core purpose of any ‘Good’ school.

A rich and engaging Curriculum
Year 4 Calshot residential
Year 4 had the most amazing time at Calshot.
Calshot is a two night residential offered to all
pupils in Year 4. The children have a chance
to experience a full range of adventurous activities including, climbing, skiing, orienteering,
archery and ringos!
Miss Mulley, Mrs McPhee and Mrs Pullen accompanied the children and they were really
impressed with their ‘have a go’ attitudes and
resilience!
Well done Year 4!

Year 3 trip to Testwood Lakes

Last week, Year 3 were lucky enough to visit Testwood Lakes.
The visit formed an important part of their Geography topic work on
rivers.
Mrs Parker was really impressed with
how well the class behaved on the
trip and the interest they showed in
their learning.

Well done Year 3!

Year 5 and 6 bridge building
Year 5 and 6 had an amazing day this week.

The sessions provided a taster of what a career in engineering might be like, with the children needing
to work collaboratively to construct a bridge that spanned the length of the school hall!
Year 6 have a unit based on bridges in Autumn term and this was an excellent opportunity to revisit
the learning completed in that unit.

Sportshall—A GOLD medal for Waterside!

As well as the usual curriculum activities we have also begun to
take groups of children out to compete in local sporting competitions.
Mrs Marsh organised for a group of children to participate in a
spotshall event over three evenings, where children were involved in athletic activities.
After points were added from the three events, Team Waterside
were awarded a gold medal for their achievements!
Well done to all of those on the team and I hope you are polishing your medals and keeping them safe!
We hope that we will be able to take more children from across
the school out again very soon!

Build a Book Day at Noadswood:
On Thursday 3rd March a group of Year 5 and 6 pupils visited Noadswood School as part of
their annual Build a Book event with author Stuart Ross.
The children worked collaboratively with pupils from other local primary schools and Noadswood to create chapters for story all planned through group discussions on the day.
The children from Waterside worked incredibly hard and received much great feedback including “Blimey Miss, that one
is like Shakespeare reincarnated’ and from the author himself
– ‘ this is the best writing I have seen an one of the events,
the standard and quality is extremely high’. We of course are
extremely proud of all of these pupils who were confident to
share their writing and received prizes for their efforts and
writing.

The work from all teams will now be collated into a finished
book and returned to the children as a whole book. Well Done
some more Watersiders published! Go Team!

World Book Day: We had some great costumes and efforts for World Book Day this
year – Well done.
Thank you also to everyone who submitted some wonderful Artwork and book reviews in the
competitions. Prizes have been awarded and these pieces will now brightening up our Library.

Bugclub Reading:
Every newsletter we will show the most children in each class using Bugclub for their reading,
the most active readers this fortnight are;

1st - Year 4
4th Year 6

5th Year 1

2nd - Year 5
6th Year R

3rd - Year 2
7th Year 3

Useful contacts:
Emma Moakes (Headteacher)
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Mark Ward (Deputy Headteacher)
M.WARD@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion lead)
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk
School office manned 8am—4pm
023 80842143
There is an answerphone for any messages left
out of hours.

18 March—Red Nose Day
21/22March—Year 2 swimming
22 March—PTA Disco
24 March—Praizin’Hands
25 March—PTA Mothers Day Shop
06 April—Easter Egg Hunt
08 Apr—EASTER HOLIDAYS BEGIN
*****
25 Apr—Back to school SUMMER TEM
02 May—Bank Holiday
09 –12 May—SATs Week Year 6
21 May PTA Summer Fete
27 May - HALF TERM BEGINS
*****
06 June—Back to school
15 June—Class photographs
17 June—Father’s Day Shop
22 June—Sports Day (tbc)
24 June—Inset Day
27 June—Inset day
28 June—PTA Disco
07/08 July—Transition days Year 6
11/15 July—year 6 Activity week (tbc)

