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Friday 6th May, 2022
Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome back to what has been a sunny start to the summer
term. I hope everyone had a good Easter break. The
children have certainly been full of the activities and trips out that they have had.
Summer term is always a busy one! We are looking forward to getting through
the end of key stage statutory tests so that we can get on with enjoying the
outdoors and our summer curriculum. Each year group has a great deal planned,
with a number of whole school events to look forward to too.
Summer term is also about preparing for change and transitions whether that be
welcoming new Year R pupils or saying goodbye to our Year 6 children and
sending them off to secondary school. Transition has been challenging over the
past two years with covid restrictions, but this year we are looking forward to a full
programme of transition events for all children across the school.
Change is never easy whether you are an adult or a child and Easter saw the
departure of Mr Ward, which has meant huge changes for us all at Waterside. I
am pleased to report that Mr Ward has happily settled into headship at
Longparish Primary School. He was incredibly grateful for the kind words he
received from children and parents alike and asked me to thank you all on his
behalf.
Along with Mr Ward, we will sadly be without Mrs Marsh our EYFS teacher this
term. Mrs Marsh has left this week to undergo surgery, for which she has had a
significant wait. We wish her all the best and will look forward to having her back
fully recovered. In her absence, Year R will be taught by Mrs Donaldson, with
Miss McVey ensuring continuity for the children. We hope that you will join us in
welcoming Mrs Donaldson to the team.
So lots of news and a good few changes!
Thank you for your continued support.
Kind regards,
Emma Moakes
Headteacher

IMPORTANT DAY TO DAY INFORMATION
Litter and the school grounds
Our school grounds really are our pride and joy! A great deal of care goes in to
keeping the large grounds tidy and a safe place for play and learning. Sadly, it
has been bought to my attention, by local residents, that litter around the school
site has however increased and is causing them a concern. I would be grateful if
we could do our bit as a school community to reduce this and use the bins on site
to dispose of any litter.

Additionally, can I remind parents that children can bring
a morning snack but this should be fruit unless purchasing from the tuck shop. As well as being healthy, this
reduces litter as there are no wrappers to dispose of.
Annual statutory tests in KS1 and 2
As parents will be aware, May and June are the months in school where the annual
statutory tests take place.
Year 6 pupils will have a week of tests starting on 9th May through to 12th May and
Year 2 take their tests across the month of May.
Additionally during the week of 6th June, Year 1 and 2 pupils will complete the
Phonics Screening test. Between Monday 6th June and Friday 24th June, Year 4
pupils will take the Multiplication Tables Check.
We wish all children in all classes the very best with these tests for which they have
worked very hard.
Parents will be made aware of their child’s results in our annual reports at the end
of the year.

Inset Days
We have decided that our last two inset days will be on Friday 24th June and Monday 27th June. These will be used to prepare and train for the new academic year.

Saturday 21st May

11am - 2pm

Come and join us for our annual summer fayre.
There will be refreshments, music, a range of stalls and fun and games for all the family—an event to bring together families, staff and the local community—all raising valuable funds for the school and our children.
On Friday 20th May, we are asking that children come in non-school uniform, bringing
either a bottle or some chocolate for the tombola. For those great bakers among you, we
will be requesting donations of cakes and biscuits for our cake stall.
Help us make this a fun and successful event. If you are able to offer your time to help
set up, run a stall or clear up at the end please contact either Mrs Ancill (Year 6 teacher)
or Kylie Wells (PTA Chair). We can only run these events with your support!

A rich and engaging Curriculum
Outside fun in Year R
We are very lucky at Waterside to have fabulous school grounds and a large, safe
place for EYFS to work and learn outside. As part of our improvement plans this year
we have replaced the grass and have spent out on improving our outdoor provision.
Alongside, we were incredibly lucky to have been donated two wonderful mud kitchens by one of our year R mums who makes them. Many thanks to Miss Waddington
(Chloe’s mum) who is in the process of setting up an online business called The
Patchwork Workshop. I know our mud kitchens will get a great deal of use and will be
loved by all the current and future Year R children.

Waterside’s dance festival
On the last Friday before half term, staff and pupils enjoyed an afternoon of dance and movement.
Each class had worked collaboratively to put together a
dance to a chosen piece of music to perform to the rest
of the school at the event.
The dances were full of energy and it was lovely to see
the children working collaboratively with their peers.
Opportunities to perform to the whole school have been
deeply missed over the past couple of years and we
hope there will be many more opportunities in the coming months. Performing builds confidence and is a valuable skill which the children can use across the curriculum.
The dance festival was also a wonderful way to say
‘Goodbye’ to Mr Ward who has started at Longparish
Primary School as their interim headteacher. I know
that he is missing Waterside and our children terribly,
but we all wish him well for the next two terms.

Plans for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
As parents will be aware, Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd June
are bank holidays and have been planned so the country can
celebrate the Queen’s platinum Jubilee.
These dates fall within our half term, but we were keen to celebrate with the children here in school.
Following a great deal of discussion, School Council have
planned a tea party on the field for the afternoon of Friday 27th
May and we are asking children to come dressed in our national colours of red, white and blue.
Children are also being asked to create a crown which can be
worn at the event with prizes for the best in each class.
We hope this will be a fitting end to the half term and an event that the
children will remember fondly.

Wow! Well done to our kitchen
team!
I certainly loved the weekly displays
and costumes which were on display
during our’ ‘EatThemToDefeatThem’
block. The focus was on getting children to try vegetables in lots of different forms—everything from carrot
cake to tomato soup. Yummy!
Lunchtimes are always a happy time
of day, so thank you to all the staff
who cook and serve our dinners!

Decision makers!
Earlier this year, School Council were involved in sharing plans for changes at Ewart
Park in Hythe. They were given the opportunity to chose between two different plans
for the area and had to offer their thoughts about which design children of primary
school age would
most like and enjoy.
After much deliberation, this was the
chosen plan. I will
certainly look forward to visiting
when work is complete!

Online Safety Guides:
We know that one of the ways, we as parents, can help keep our children safe online is by engaging in regular conversation with our children about what they are doing online. This poster provides
some useful prompts for discussion.

Useful contacts:
Emma Moakes (Headteacher)
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion lead)
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk
School office manned 8am—4pm
adminoffice@waterside.hants.sch.uk
023 80842143
There is an answerphone for any messages left
out of hours.

09 –12 May—SATs Week Year 6
09 –11 May—Bikeability Year 5
19 May —Year 5 Celebration Assembly at 09:15am
20 May—Non school uniform day—bring a bottle or
chocolate for the summer fayre!
21 May PTA Summer Fete
27 May - HALF TERM BEGINS
*****
06 June—Back to school
06 June—Food Discovery Project begins Year 2
15 June—Class photographs
16 June—Year 3 Celebration Assembly at 09:15am
22 June—Sports Day (tbc)
23 June—Year 4 Celebration Assembly at 09:15am
23 June—Trip to Beaulieu Year 1
23 June—New starters welcome tea party
24 June—Inset Day
27 June—Inset day
28 June—PTA Disco
05 July—Year 2 Celebration Assembly at 09:15am
06 July—Transition meeting at Noadswood Year 6
07/08 July—Transition days Year 6
11/15 July—year 6 Activity week (tbc)
21 July—LAST DAY OF TERM

Covid-19
Currently the guidance is that children who have covid-19 symptoms and especially a
high temperature should stay off whilst they are unwell and returning when they feel
better. If they have actually tested positive for covid-19 a three day isolation following
the day of the test is recommended on the government website.
Three days is considered the length of time for which children are most contagious.

