
WATERSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  
WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE— 95.4% 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It has been an absolute pleasure to welcome children and families 
back into school this last few weeks.   
The children have settled incredibly well and it has been lovely 
seeing them begin to form new relationships whilst re-establishing old 
friendships with their peers.  The school has felt incredibly calm and 
purposeful, but has also been filled with the sound of chatter and laughter 
which makes  for happy teachers and children. 
It has been wonderful this week to welcome our new Year R class.  They have 
also come into school amazingly well, settling quickly into new routines and 
expectations.   
A massive thank you to parents and carers for preparing your children so well 
for the transition, for ensuring they have the appropriate uniform and 
resources.  It really does make a huge difference to how quickly the children 
adjust and settle in. 
This  first two weeks have been all about establishing or re-establishing 
routines and expectations, especially in terms of behaviour and attitudes to 
learning.  Children will have been introduced to the curriculum and begun to 
embark on a variety of new topics and areas of learning.  I hope that parents 
have found the curriculum overviews, provided by teachers, a useful point of 
reference and also a good prompt to use when talking to your child about 
what they have been learning in school. Encouraging children to take 
responsibility for their learning and to be able to speak about what they are 
learning and why will be a huge focus for the coming year. 
If you have questions about your child’s learning or a concern about 
something at school including the behavior of another child, I would ask that 
you come to speak to us here in school, rather than taking to social media or 
contacting parents of other children directly.  This is not appropriate and very 
often causes far more harm than good. 
Many thanks for your continued support  and here’s to a new and successful 
school year! 
 
Emma Moakes 
Headteacher 

NO 1 



 

 

 

Tuck shop 
Children in Years 3,4,5 and 6 are able to purchase tuck at break times from 
the playground to the rear of the kitchen.  I have been concerned that some 
of the options have historically not been particularly healthy and can some-
times fill children up to the point where they do not want to eat their lunch.  
In discussion with HC3S, we have agreed that from next week there will only 
be a  range of healthy options (fruit, raisons, bread) Monday through to 
Thursday and the treat products such as pizza and sausage rolls will now on-
ly be available on a Friday.  Items range from 25p to 50p. 
Children in Years R, 1 and 2 still receive government funded fruit and so do 
not require a morning snack.  Upper school children are welcome to bring a 
healthy, fruit snack from home, rather than use the tuck shop. 

Uniform and belongings 

Can I politely remind parents and carers to ensure that jumpers, lunchboxes 

and other belongings are clearly labelled.  I have already had a number of 

parents concerned that items have gone missing and it makes it a great deal 

easier to track them down if they have a name in.  I have also spoken to chil-

dren in singing assembly today about how important it is to hang their be-

longings up on a peg.  Not only does this keep the corridors clear and tidy, 

but again makes items easier to find at the end of the day.   

Bank holiday Monday closure 

As I am sure all parents will now be aware, to 

mark the funeral of Queen Elizabeth II, school will 

be closed this Monday (19th).   

We will return to school as normal on Tuesday 

(20th). 

Assemblies this week and classroom reflection has 

provided opportunities for children to talk about 

the life of the Queen, her family and about our new king, Charles III.  I have 

been really impressed with the level of interest  and respect that has been 

shown by children from across the school across the school.  
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Parents evenings 
We will be holding our ‘meet the teacher’ evenings nice and early this year, so 
that you are able to share any valuable information with us about your chil-
dren, but also raise any concerns or worries early on. 
These evenings will be held on Tuesday 11 October (3.30—6.30pm) and 
Thursday 13th October (3.30—6.30pm).  A ParentMail will be sent out when 
bookings are open. 

Lunchtime Golden table 

This year we will be continuing to find ways to reward respectful and exem-

plary behaviour across the school as well as celebrate a wide range of 

achievements.  We will as a result, be re-introducing ‘The Golden Top Table’ 

on a Friday.  Each week it will be the turn of a year group from across the 

school and the staff will identify children who have shown good manners 

and worked hard over the week to sit on the special lunchtime table.  The 

table has a golden cloth and is laid up for the children with napkins, water 

and sometimes even flowers!  A teacher from the class or a member of the 

senior team will also join the children for lunch.  This week will be the turn 

of Year 2 and next week Year 3, moving through the school as the term pro-

gresses. 

House Captains 

Every child at Waterside is in a house group.  The houses are called Earth, 

water, Fire and Air.  The children can earn house points for their house and 

there is a winning house, announced each Friday in our celebration assem-

bly. 

Today the children have voted in their 

house captains all of whom are currently in 

Year 6. 

Air—Tyler & Freya 

Earth— Zofia & Kayla               

 Water— Harvey & Daisy 

Fire— Lexie & Kianna         

A rich and engaging Curriculum 

Well done to all those children who 

prepared and delivered a speech! 



 

 

 

Year 5 Viking Day! 

 

Today, Year 5 have had a really amazing introduction to 

their history topic for this term. 

They have taken part in a wide range of activities to intro-

duce the topic ‘Vikings’. 

We like to begin all our topics with thinking about what 

knowledge we have already and then asking questions, 

highlighting what we might like to find out about. 

Thank you to parents and carers for providing them with 

their Viking attire. 

Join us on our quest to make reading and phonics outcomes outstanding for 

our children.  

Children who read regularly make more progress across the curriculum. Using Bug 

Club as a reading platform is now an essential part of your child’s home learning. 

Teachers right across the school will be expecting children to log onto Bug Club re-

placing their reading comprehension homework. Bug Club does not replace the 

need or benefits of reading physical books daily.  We would like to see children con-

fidently accessing both physical books and Bug Club simultaneously. 

We promote the weekly use of Bug Club for all children, as this allows us to  match 

every child exactly to their stage simultaneously. Bug Club supports us in our ensur-

ing that every single child has a wide range of books matched to their phonic stage 

and reading ability.  

Additionally, teachers in Lower school will be uploading other aspects of home 

learning to follow up from their phonics teaching. This will enable parents to see 

the sounds being taught, how these should be pronounced, written and read, ac-

companied with games to support practice. 

Thank you to those families who have attempted to use Bug Club and to those who 

have come to either of our two after school sessions for support and guidance. 



19.9—Bank holiday (School closed) 
30.9—MacMillan coffee morning 
6.10—School Census 
11.10—Year 1 to Marwell Zoo 
11.10/13.10—Parent’s evenings 
12.10—School photographs 
14.10/15.10—New Year R (2023) tours 
17.10—Year 6 to Gosport Search Museum 
18.10—PTA discos 
19.10—Year 3 to Hilliers Gardens 
21.10—Break for half term 
31.10—Back to school 
31.10—Flu immunisations 
3.12—Christmas fayre 
11.12—Christmas shop for pupils 
 

Useful contacts: 
 
Emma Moakes (Headteacher) 
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Kira Jacobs (Acting Deputy Headteacher) 
K.Jacobs@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion lead) 
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
School office manned 8am—4pm 
 
023 80842143 
 
There is an answerphone for any messages left 
out of hours. 
 
 
 

Do you know a child who is 

4 or who will turn 4 before 

1st September 2023? 

 

Having a received a great deal of interest 

already, we have put some dates in the 

diary where prospective parents will be 

able to visit before making applications 

for September. 

 

Appointments can be made via the 

school office or by calling 023 80842143 

 

Applications should be completed online 

at www.hants.gov.uk/admissions   

The application window for Year r places 

runs from 1st Novemebr 2022 to 15th 

January, 2023 


