
WATERSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  
WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE— 93.9% 

Friday 30th September, 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It’s been another really busy couple of weeks, with so much 
going on in school. 
Year R have settled into their full days and the rest of the school are enjoying 
getting stuck in to the full range of subjects and topic areas. 
Yesterday, we had our first county moderation visit which was incredibly 
positive.  The children were superbly behaved and we were congratulated on 
the standard of their work and the relationships that have been established 
between staff and pupils. 
We are looking forward to welcoming parents in before half term for parents 
evenings and to opening the school up to perspective parents on our open 
days.  Bookings are open for both events and further information can be 
found within this newsletter. 
As well as us planning ahead to a new cohort in September 2023, Year 6 have 
started visiting the local secondary schools in preparation for transition.  Can I 
remind parents of Year 6 pupils that online applications are open and close on 
31st October, 2022.  Parents can make an application for a secondary school 
place by following the link below: 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions 
 
Have a good weekend and we look forward to seeing you all again next week! 
 
Emma Moakes 
Headteacher 
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Absence and illness 
Along with the weather, we have seen an increase in the number of children absent due to illness.  
With this in mind, I would like to remind parents of our policy on attendance and illness related 
absence. 
Firstly, it is essential that if your child is absent due to illness that you contact the school as early 
as possible on the day of absence.  This is a safeguarding requirement and as a school we have a 
responsibility to follow up any unexplained absences. 
The specific advice from the NHS on when to keep your child off school can be found following the 
link below: 
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 
 
Coughs and colds 
It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common cold. But if they have a fever, 
keep them off school until the fever goes. 
Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to wash their hands regularly. 
High temperature 
If your child has a high temperature, keep them off school until it goes away. 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Your child should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people if they have symptoms 
of COVID-19 and they either:  have a high temperature or do not feel well enough to go to school 
or do their normal activities 
Vomiting and diarrhoea 
Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from school for 48 hours 

The colder weather is coming! 

 

We have all noticed a real change in the temperatures this week and this is just a re-

minder that children will be outside at lunch and playtimes, unless the weather is really 

poor and wet and therefore need a coat and appropriate footwear. 

I would also urge parents to name even the smallest of items, as the children do 

leave them lying around, especially when they get warm playing.  It is always worth 

checking with your child, that they have all their belongings at the end of the day and 

Use of bad language 

 

Since covid and the restrictions that were put in place, we have noticed a deterioration in the language 

used by children in school.  Whilst the inappropriate words are not always used viciously or in anger, 

we do not allow the use of such language in school.  This is a fundamental part of our school and class 

charters.  Other children should not be exposed to the language used by some at home and we there-

fore educate the children using such language in school, that it is not appropriate and sometimes offen-

sive to others.  I would appreciate the support of parents in this matter. 

IMPORTANT DAY TO DAY INFORMATION 



 

 

 

Parents evenings 
We will be holding our ‘meet the teacher’ evenings nice and early this year, 
so that you are able to share any valuable information with us about your 
children, but also raise any concerns or worries early on. 
These evenings will be held on Tuesday 11 October (3.30—6.30pm) and 
Thursday 13th October (3.30—6.30pm).   
Bookings are open and an be made via ScoPay or the office. 

Waterside Honey! 

 

Thank you to all the families who have come and bought a 

jar of our very special Waterside honey.  We do have a few 

remaining and these can be bought from the school office 

for £4.00 a jar! 

Celebrating success! 
At Waterside we are all about celebrating successes, whether that be 

in terms of academic attainment, sporting competition, behaviour or 

development of learning behaviours.   

We hope that the children will have come home and told you about 

our leaves, house points, the lunchtime celebration table and our 

weekly celebration assembly.  If not ask them and hopefully they will 

fill you in! 

The children especially love earning leaves, which 

are added to our ‘Good Work’ trees. When they 

have five leaves, the come in visit me and are giv-

en a Headteachers Award.  These are very special 

and children have to work hard and aim high to 

achieve them.  To recognise the achievement, we 

invite parents to join us in the assembly when 

they are presented.  This assembly is held on a 

Friday afternoon at 2.40pm and you will be informed by ParentMail, if your child 

is receiving a reward.  We will aim to give around a week’s notice, but if you are 

unable to attend and wish us to defer presenting the award please just let us know. 

 

We really look forward to you joining us at these special events. 

A rich and engaging Curriculum 



 

 

 

MacMillan Coffee morning 

 

Thank you to all those family members and carers that 

attended or contributed to our MacMillan coffee morn-

ing today.  It was wonderful to have so many of you join us and for such an 

important cause.  I would like to thank Mrs Baird for organising the event 

and I look forward to hearing how much we managed to raise as a school 

community. 

 

At the event, we were asking for feedback as to whether events such as 

this could be structured to give opportunities for us to share anything as to 

how the school works, or to allow opportunities for specific groups to 

come together.   

 

Please let us know if you have any 

ideas or feedback. 

Bug Club and homework 

Thank you to all those parents who have worked with their child to log on to Bug Club.  

Miss Jacobs has been really pleased to see an increase in the numbers of children who 

have now accessed the resource.  We now need to do this regularly to ensure children gain all 

that Is to be gained from it.  I have also been pleased to hear that parents have been asking about 

homework tasks and how they can support their children with maths and spelling.   

School has changed a great deal and we know that much of what we do and how we do it is a bit 

of a mystery, especially following such a long period where we have been unable to have parents 

in.  With this in mind, staff are planning to offer some parent events, where your questions can be 

answered and methods demonstrated as appropriate.  If there is any particular area that you 

would like us to focus on, please let us know and I can put this in to our programme for the year. 

Bug Club data 

Of the 169 children in Years 1—6 the number accessing Bug Club has been: 

Week 1—40    Week 2—102     Week 3—104 

This week’s percentages of pupils having accessed Bug Club at home: 

Year 1—57%  Year 2—60%  Year 3—72%  Year 4—80%  Year 5—50%  Year 

6—70% 

Across the school 26 children have been on every week and are in the running to win a big prize after half 

term. 





6.10—School Census 
11.10—Year 1 to Marwell Zoo 
11.10/13.10—Parent’s evenings 
12.10—School photographs 
14.10/15.10—New Year R (2023) tours 
17.10—Year 6 to Gosport Search Museum 
18.10—PTA discos 
19.10—Year 3 to Hilliers Gardens 
21.10—Break for half term 
31.10—Back to school 
31.10—Flu immunisations 
1.12—Praizin’ Hands Puppets 
3.12—Christmas fayre 
14.12—Christmas shop for pupils 
 
 

Useful contacts: 
 
Emma Moakes (Headteacher) 
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Kira Jacobs (Acting Deputy Headteacher) 
K.Jacobs@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion lead) 
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
School office manned 8am—4pm 
 
023 80842143 
 
There is an answerphone for any messages left 
out of hours. 
 
 
 

Do you know a child who is 

4 or who will turn 4 before 

1st September 2023? 

 

Having a received a great deal of interest 

already, we have put some dates in the 

diary where prospective parents will be 

able to visit before making applications 

for September. 

 

Appointments can be made via the 

school office or by calling 023 80842143 

 

Applications should be completed online 

at www.hants.gov.uk/admissions   

The application window for Year r places 

runs from 1st November 2022 to 15th 

January, 2023 


