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WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE— 93.6% (IT’S IMPROVED!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 10th February, 2023 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Half term has arrived! 
 
January has been a long, cold month, but it has been a really positive half 
term at Waterside. 
 
Thank you to all those parents who have been in ,whether it be to attend a 
parent’s evening, share in a celebration, visit a class or join in at one of our 
bingo nights!  It’s been really lovely to have you join us. 
 
We have lots of plans for next half term and hopefully we will be able to enjoy 
longer days and a bit more sunshine too! 
 
Wishing you all a very happy half term and we look forward to seeing you on 
Monday 20th February. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Emma Moakes 
Headteacher 
 
 

NO 9 



 

 

 

Parent’s Evenings 

This week we have held parent’s evenings for all those children in Years 2,3,4,5 and 6.  
thank you to all those parents and carers that have attended and for the conversations 
that have been had. 

I cannot stress enough the importance of these opportunities to share what your chil-
dren have done in school, but also any areas in need of support.  Together, in partner-
ship we can make a real difference not only to how your child does in school, but also in 
the future. 

Parent’s evenings for Years R and 1 are after half term on Tuesday 2st February (3.30—
6.30pm) and Thursday 23rd February (3.30—6.30pm). 

Bookings can be made on SCOPAY or via the school office. 

 

IMPORTANT DAY TO DAY INFORMATION 

  

Very positive annual review 
As a Hampshire school, we are supported by the local authority who provide train-

ing as well as monitoring the quality of teaching and learning, inclusion, safeguard-

ing and leadership.   As part of this process we always have an annual monitoring 

visit at this time of year. 

I am thrilled to share with parent’s that our visit on Wednesday which covered the 

full spectrum of school life, was incredibly positive and it was decided that as a re-

sult of the significant improvements that have been made over a sustained period of 

time, we no longer require the level of support that we have had previously and for 

a great number of years.   

This is a massive achievement and an acknowledgement of the commitment shown 

by all staff in the school.   

I would also like to thank all the parents, who through their communication with us 

and commitment to supporting their children, help us to make our school the best it 

can be. 

We will of course continue to access support and training via the local authority, but 

this will be determined by needs identified by myself and other sen-

ior leaders and in line with our school improvement plan. 



 

 

 

Year 1 Parent event 
 

It was lovely to see so many of our Year 1 parents joining us for a Phonics and DT ses-

sion this week. If you have suggestions for other opportunities to come and join us – 

please do let us know.  

Circus skills in Year 6 

 

Year 6 had a wonderful day last week learn-

ing a wide range of circus skills.  The day 

complimented the work children are do-

ing around their literacy text ‘ The boy 

who swam with piranhas’ 

by David Almond. 

 

All the children really 

threw themselves into 

the activities and demon-

strated real resilience 

and perseverance. 

Well done Year 6! 

A rich and engaging Curriculum 



 

 

 Attendance update 

As you will be aware from our last few newsletters, we are working hard in school 
to improve attendance across the school.  The main reason for this being, that 
days away from school are lost learning time and the impact this has on attain-
ment, but also friendships and behaviour can be immense. 

You may have noticed that I have created a grid which is being displayed in the en-
trance hall and on exit doors.  This has the attendance percentages for every class 
in the school .  The figures will be updated on a Friday and the top class will be 
identified. 

We know that some absence is unavoidable and that individual children, but also 
classes will have dips , especially when a bug is going around and at this time of 
year.  Some absence however is avoidable and it is these instances that we are 
working on lessening, along with the disturbingly high number of children whose 
attendance has dropped below 90%. 

Attendance to date looks like this across the school: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a school we should be aiming for an attendance figure above 95%.  This would 
be the same for individual classes. 

I am really pleased with years 2,3,4 and 6 whose attendance is either very close to 
this or over 95%. 

Remember that lost time in school is lost learning time. 

Year group Attendance Authorised absence Unauthorised absence 

R 91% 4.8% 4.2% 

1 93.8% 3.3% 2.9% 

2 94.8% 4.7% 0.52% 

3 95% 3.9% 1.2% 

4 94.1% 4.6% 1.3% 

5 90.8% 6.3% 3% 

6 95.4% 3.6% 1% 



 

 

 
 

Mental Health—online safety 

 

This week we have marked Children’s Mental Health Week and Safer Internet Day.  

These are subjects which we also focus on throughout the year as part of our PDL 

curriculum and assemblies. 

Over the past couple of weeks, we have thought a lot about when we are angry or 

sad and when we feel loved or share kindness and the impact those things have 

not just on the people around us but also on our own well – being. 

We thought it was worth sharing some of the things the children have come up 

with; 

What affects my mental health? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What improves my mental health? 

 

 

Argu-
ments 
online 

When stuff 
is hard 

Having no one 
to play with 

Something go-
ing on at home 

Falling out with my 
friends 

 

Going outside 
Taking time to do 
something else 

Talking to some-
one 

Playing an in-
strument 

Spending time 
with my family 



 

 

 
It is always prominent in discussions that quite often disagreements that happen 

online cause a great deal of angst for young people. 

With only 1 in 10 young people nationally feeling confident to talk about their 

‘online lives’. It is now more important than ever to be aware of your child’s online 

activity. 

In conversations with pupils in our school from Year 4-6 we discovered that in fact; 

Online Communication Number of Pupils in Year 4 -6 
using regularly (Out of 75) 

  

Age Restriction to create ac-
count 

                     Whatsapp 
 

 
  

54 16 + 

                    Snapchat 
 
  
 

24 13 + 

                    Messenger 
 

 
  

38 13 + 

      Facebook 

9 13 + 

      Instagram 

8 13+ 

      You Tube 

33 13+ 

       Tik Tok 

36 13 + 

      Twitter 

6 13+ 

   Twitch 

12 13 + 

          Games Consoles 
  

   

 
  

68   



 

 

 

There are some brilliant resources to support your child 

with making connections and social media use .  These are 

available on the Place 2 Be Website:  

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/families/ 

https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/ 

As well as this new book by UK Youth Mental Health Am-

bassador – Dr Alex George. 

The theme for Children’s Mental Health Week this year has been ‘making connec-

tions’ and has been encouraging children to think about the people who care for 

them and those they have strong relationships with. 

In school we have talked about the people who care for them here in school and at 

home and how we can show care to others. 

The children were all able to talk about the things and people they love and how 

they can show love and friendship to others. 

What can you do at home? 

1. Connect with your child in everyday ways 

Take time away from other distractions to talk to your child.  All too often we talk 

when we are busy or become distracted by our phone or the television. 

2. Talk to your child about important connections 

This could include talking about family members, friends, neighbours, childminders, 

people in the local community and others in your faith group (if you have one). Re-

member it’s ok to talk about people they miss, for example, family members who 

live in a different country or people who have died. Children learn a lot from their 

parents about how to express their feelings, including the joy that comes with feel-

ing connected to others and the sadness that comes with missing others.  

3. talk to your child about their friends 

As children become teenagers, their friendship groups become 

increasingly important to them. Be open to hearing about their 

friendships and try to listen without judgement.  

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/families/
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/


10.02 Break up for half term 

20.02 Return to school 

21.02 Parents evening Year R and 1 

22.02 Enrichment trip to Calshot 

23.02 Year 4 to Calshot 

23.02 Parents evening Year R and 1 

24.02 Year 4 trip to Calshot 

02.03 Second proposed day of industrial action 

for NEU staff 

16.03 Mother’s Day shop 

31.03 Easter egg hunt 

31.03 Break up for Easter 

17.04 Return to school 

21.04 INSET Day 

01.05 Bank holiday 

04.05 Polling Day/INSET (Year 6 in) 

08.05 Bank holiday 

09.05 KS2 SATS week commences 

Useful contacts: 
 

Emma Moakes (Headteacher) 
E.MOAKES@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Kira Jacobs (Acting Deputy Headteacher) 
K.Jacobs@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
Lesley Ralls-Baird (SEN/Inclusion lead) 
L.BAIRD@waterside.hants.sch.uk 
 
School office manned 8am—4pm 
 
023 80842143 
 
There is an answerphone for any messag-
es left out of hours. 
 
 

ARE YOU INTERESTED, OR KNOW OF SOMEONE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 
SCHOOL GOVERNOR? 

Whether you be a parent or a professional, we need likeminded individuals who wish to 
support and promote the achievements in which Waterside Primary accomplish in. 

Governors play a key role in school improvement and enriching the opportunities for 

children in the school, thus supporting the headteacher to ensure the school is striving 

to “Be the best, we can be.” 

 

If you would like to find out more information, please use this link below: 

https:/ /www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/governors/volunteer   

If you would like to express an interest in becoming a governor, there is a form on the 
school’s website which can be completed. Once completed please bring into the school 
office. This will then be passed onto the Chair of Governors.  

If you wish to speak with a staff member about interest in a role as governor, contact 
(023) 80 842143. 

For more information on becoming a Waterside Primary School Governor, please con-

tact the school office in the first instance or email Governor@waterside.hants.sch.uk 

 

WE NEED YOU! 


